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In August of 1990, Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein ordered the invasion and occupation of neighboring Kuwait. Alarmed by
these actions, fellow Arab powers such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt called on the United States and other Western nations
to intervene. Hussein defied United Nations Security Council demands to withdraw from Kuwait by mid-January 1991

On January 17, 1991, U.N. Resolution had expired for Saddam Hussein to leave Kuwait. Then the military action known
as Operation Desert Storm began. After 42 days of relentless attacks by the allied coalition in the air, U.S. President
George H.W. Bush declared a cease-fire on February 28, 1991. The battle that Saddam Hussein called the “the mother of
all battles” was over.

In the desert Jesus fought a 40 day battle that was much greater than the battle that was fought in Iraq. The unique
thing about Operation Desert storm was that you could watch the war live on television. It was really the first time that
happened in the history of reporting news. In a way, you could see what it was like to be in the middle of a war.

This morning in our text, we get to see a glimpse of Jesus’ battle with Satan in the desert. Jesus had just barely begun his
ministry. Why did Jesus come into this world to fight with Satan? Over a period of six days, God created a perfect world.
He gave this perfect world to Adam and Eve to care for. They had everything they could ever have imagined. Life was
good!

Then it changed. It was gone. Satan rebelled against God. The Apostle John describes this war in the book of Revelation:
“And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels
fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down —
that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his
angels with him.” (Rev. 12:7-9) Ever since that day that Satan was thrown down from heaven, he wanted to ruin God’s
perfect creation. Like a well-trained army, he succeeded at his mission. Adam and Eve lost God’s perfect world. Sin came
with a price. “For the wages of sin is death.” Over thousands of years Satan perfected his art of temptations.

God didn’t leave his world or destroy it. He gave a promise. He would send a Savior to rescue it. That Savior was Jesus.
Everything was now set for the “mother of all battles.” Satan was at war with Jesus. He would use every opportunity to
tempt Jesus to sin. Jesus came to restore what Adam and Eve had ruined. Satan knew that. This wasn’t any “secret”
mission that Jesus was on. It was a mission that God had planned and predicted for a very long time. So, like CNN’s
coverage of Operation Desert Storm, it began. “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.”

While Jesus was in the desert, Luke tells us: “He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.”
Like any good commander on a battlefield, Satan waited for an opportune time to tempt Jesus. He waited till Jesus was
at his weakest point in the desert. In the same way, he looks for weaknesses in us. Then Satan comes along and tries to
get us to doubt God’s care for us. “The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread." It
doesn’t sound all that bad does it? He was hungry. I have trouble if I miss a meal or two in just one day. I can’t imagine
not eating for 40 days. As a result of his human nature, Jesus was weak. Satan knew that and went after it.

Satan attacks us at our weaknesses. We all have them. We know what they are. If it is worrying, he will throw all kinds of
things into our path that will cause us to worry. If it is hatred, he will give us all kinds of opportunities to hate people. If it
is selfishness, he will place all kinds of toys in our life. Jesus didn’t let Satan get his way. "It is written: 'Man does not live
on bread alone.”

If Satan doesn’t succeed in one temptation, he will throw another one in front of us. He will change direction with the
next temptation. “The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.
And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to
anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours." In this temptation, Satan just outright lies to Jesus. The



world was not his to give away. He knows who is standing there in front of him. This is the Creator of heaven and earth.
God made this world. He wants us to think that life is better without God. It worked in the Garden of Eden. He said to
Adam and Eve – God’s keeping something from you. Here’s a way that you can get what he doesn’t want to give to you.
He dangled the fruit in front of them. They took it. Jesus didn’t. "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only.'”

The Devil comes at Jesus a third time. “The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the
temple. “If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. For it is written: "'He will command his
angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.' “Every time that Satan tempts us, we are at war with him. Do we always see the danger coming?
Sometimes, by the time we see it, it’s too late. But Jesus did – every single time.

Temptations are hard aren’t they? There is a story told about a little boy in a grocery store that I think illustrates the
nature of temptation. The boy was standing near an open box of peanut butter cookies. “Now then, young man,” said
the grocer as he approached the young man. “What are you up to?” “Nothing,” replied the boy: “Nothing.” “Well it looks
to me like you were trying to take a cookie.” “You’re wrong, mister, I’m trying not to!” That’s temptation!!

How do we fight those temptations in our life? There is no magic tool or a step-by-step instruction booklet. But he does
give us a tool that will defeat him – God’s word. Satan can’t change what the Bible says. Jesus knew that. Why do you
think he used God’s Word defeat the Devil? Jesus didn’t fail in his mission. At the end of the season of Lent, we see the
Devil lose the battle. Easter Sunday will prove the payment is made.

Satan left Jesus, for now. “When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.” The
fight against the temptations of Jesus weren’t over. We know the outcome of the greatest war in the world. May you
and I take comfort in Jesus’ defeat of Satan. May we ask Jesus to help us fight against all that Satan will throw at us.
Amen.


