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How many remember Y2K? As the world approached the year 2000, there was widespread concern and anticipation 
about the potential consequences of the “Y2K.” It was feared that computer systems, which were programed to 
recognize date based on two digits. For example, “99” for “1999.” Computers had been programed with the first two 
digits of “19.” It was feared that once you would hit 2000, computer systems would think that it was 1900 instead of 
2000. It was feared that computer systems would not recognize the correct date and cause all kinds of malfunctions and 
interruptions. It wasn’t just computer systems in your home, but computers used in the large industries. Stores would 
run out of food, because the systems that were used for ordering supplies would not work. It was feared that planes 
would just fall out of the sky because the computer systems would not know what to do with the date change. 
 
So, beginning already in the mid 90’s, governments and companies began to re-write computer code and programs to fix 
the problem. It is estimated that just in the U.S. over a $100 billion dollars were spent to fix the problem. Yet, nobody 
really knew for sure if all the reprograming would work. There were Americans who stocked up on food, water and guns 
in anticipation of the apocalypse that was going to hit the world when the we would hit 12am on January 1, 2000. I think 
that it is probably fair to stay that most people stayed awake that New Year’s Eve to see what would happen. What 
happened? Not much. There would be those who would say that nothing happened because they were prepared for it. 
There were others that said it was just a hoax and a waste of money. Regardless of who was right or wrong, those of us 
who stayed awake that night thought: “Ok, so now what?” It just seemed like one big dud.  
 
I wonder if the disciples who were standing on the Mount of Olives 2000 years ago, thought the same thing? “Ok, so 
now what?” After all, they had had their hopes dashed a few times already. Jesus was not the kind of king that they 
hoped would come. The mother of James and John had one time came to Jesus with a request. “She said, “Grant that 
one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” (Matthew 20:20) On 
Maundy Thursday, while they were in that upper room, Luke tells us that “a dispute also arose among them as to which 
of them was considered to be greatest.”  (Luke 22:24) Then, came Good Friday. It was their “ok, so now what?” 
moment.  
 
But then things began to change again. Jesus did not stay dead. He arose from the grave. He paid the price for sin with 
his death. He had done everything that the Father had asked them to do. He kept every single law perfectly. He fulfilled 
every single prophecy. They had been with him for 40 days after he had arisen from the dead. Everything seemed to be 
going the direction that they wanted it to go. That glimmer of hope once again was there. As they stand there with Jesus 
on that mountain top, “they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” Ok, so now what?  
 
Jesus could have chewed them out. Didn’t they get it? Yet, he didn’t. Instead, he gives them a promise: “It is not for you 
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
I wonder the thoughts that were going through those men’s mind when he suddenly begins to rise up above the ground 
– “He’s leaving?” Ok, so now what? What do we do now?  
 
The disciples weren’t completely wrong though. Jesus was going to once again sit down on his throne – not a throne on 
earth, but a throne in heaven. I wonder what it must have looked like in heaven as Jesus sat down on that heavenly 
throne. The golden streets of heaven were lined with people cheering him on. As the scared-hands of the King takes his 
throne, the words of John rang true: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (Revelation 4:11) Even though they 
weren’t going to see Jesus any more for now on earth, he wasn’t leaving them. That Holy Spirit would give them the 
strength and knowledge they would need to carry the Gospel to the “ends of the earth.” They would be prepared to go. 
He would give them all the tools they needed. Jesus answers that question: “Ok, so now what?” 
 



This morning God answers that question for us also. Jesus says “GO.” Go with the tools that I have given you. You have 
the Word of God. You just heard them express their faith before all of you. You have what you need. It is something that 
no one can take away from you – not even the devil himself.  
 
A man named Jim Thorpe represented the United States in the 1912 Olympics. He was anticipated to win gold in Track 
and Field. Yet, as you look at the picture on the screen, you notice his shoes were mismatched. It wasn’t a new fashion 
statement. On the morning of his competitions, his shoes were stolen. Luckily, Jim ended up finding two shoes in a 
garbage can. One shoe was too big though. So, he had to wear an extra sock in the one shoe. Wearing those shoes, he 
won two gold medals that day. He didn’t let anyone take away his win.  
 
You are running a race in life. Sometimes, life doesn’t always seem fair. Yet, don’t let Satan take away the most 
important thing that you have. Don’t let him take your faith away. The next time that you think to yourself: “Ok, so now 
what?,” remember your ascended Lord. The next time that you feel yourself alone, remember that you aren’t. You have 
the Lord that will walk with you every step of your life. With him, there is nothing that you cannot handle. With Him, he 
handles everything for us. Let’s lift our eyes to heaven, and see a Lord who will return and take us home someday. 
Amen. 
 
 


