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If you knew, that you were going to die tomorrow, what would you say to your family today? What would you want them
to remember above everything else? In our text today, Jesus was making use of such an opportunity with his disciples. It
is the day before his death. Jesus had one more final lesson to teach his disciples. For the next 4+ chapters of John, Jesus
his giving his last lesson plan to his students. He is going to begin this whole lesson plan with one simple command: “A
new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

As Jesus sat there in that Upper Room on the night before his death, he looked at the group of 11 men sitting around this
table in the Upper Room. What did he see? It was a group of people with a whole variety of backgrounds. At least 5 of
them had been fishermen. Philip was perhaps a very liberal Jew with a Greek name. Bartholomew was perhaps of noble
birth. (If so, it would have been interesting for him to have traveled with fishermen for 3 years.) Matthew was a tax
collector and had benefited from the Roman government. James was very different than his brother Matthew. Simon
(not Simon Peter) was part of a revolution party known as the Zealots — a group that wanted to overthrow Roman rule.
Thomas was a doubter. Some were bold and outspoken, others were quiet mannered.

As you would look around that upper room, it would seem like these men should not be together. They were all so
different from each other. Yet, Jesus had brought them together with a simple mission in mind. They would be his
witnesses in the world. One of the ways that they would do that would be: “A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.”

Look at what God is doing today here. He has brought all of you, who have different backgrounds, different opinions,
different strengths and weakness, and brought you together around the cross of Jesus. The confirmands sitting before us
today, are different people. Yet, they all believe and trust in Jesus. (That is clear in their essays that they wrote.) He gives
the same command to you as he did to the disciples in that Upper Room. “A new command | give you: Love one
another.” What’s new about Jesus command? They are about to see what love looks like. They will see that God’s love
has no limits. There is nothing that will stop him from loving you. Because you see, he went to the cross for you as well.

God wants us to reflect that same love to others. You can trust his promises. You've learned them. You know them. Trust
them and live them. We live in a world that trust is earned. How many of you look at Google reviews? There is a
difference between a one-star review and a five-star review. Those stars might determine whether you will try a
restaurant or not. It may make the difference between buying a big-ticket item or not. Trust needs to be earned doesn’t
it? Jesus would be a five-star plus and more. There is not a single promise that Jesus has made to you that he hasn’t kept.
As we trust him, we love one another.

In our second lesson, Paul writes about faith, hope, and love. These three summarize the Christian life. With all our talk
about faith, we might be surprised by which Paul says is the greatest. Love is the greatest. Why is that? In heaven there
will be no need for faith, because all will be seen. In heaven there will be no need for hope, as all will be realized. Only
love will remain. Love indistinguishable, for God’s love and ours will be perfect. That’s love that Jesus calls each of us to
show to others.
In just a couple of verses after our text, Jesus will tell his disciples:

e “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”

e  “My Father’s house has many rooms; | am going there to prepare a place for you.”

e “l am the way and the truth and the life.”

In many ways, | hope that today is not my last day or your last day in this world. But if it were, what would you want
people to remember about you? What would | want people to remember about me? May you and | pray that we, too,
would share these words of Jesus: “Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Amen.



