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They just stood there, staring up into the sky. They had seen Jesus do incredible things. They had watched him perform 
countless miracles. They had seen him raise the dead. They had listened to sermons that left people amazed. The way he 
spoke to people was unlike anything they had ever heard before. They had seen him walk on water. They had even seen 
him pass unharmed through a crowd ready to throw him off a cliff. But on this day, all they could do was gaze upward as 
he rose higher and higher into the sky, until he disappeared into the clouds and was gone from their sight. 
 
Why did he leave them? Paul tells us why. God the Father seated his Son at his “right hand in the heavenly realms, far 
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also 
in the one to come.” What a celebration that must have been in heaven that day. Can you imagine it? Jesus returning in 
glory and being crowned King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Imagine the choirs of angels lifting their voices in praise as Jesus 
took his rightful place on heaven’s throne. 
 
Today we are also celebrating Confirmation. I imagine each of the young people being confirmed will have some kind of 
celebration with family and friends. Whether those gatherings are big or small, they are nothing compared to the 
celebration that took place in heaven the day Jesus returned to his heavenly throne. 
 
Forty-three days before Jesus’ Ascension, it certainly did not look like there would be any celebration. The scene on earth 
that Friday looked completely different. Jesus did not appear to be much of a king. He looked beaten, bloodied, and 
defeated. He had said he came to battle Satan, and from all appearances it looked as though he had lost. There on the 
cross was not a triumphant earthly hero, but a suffering Savior covered in blood. Yet that is exactly the kind of King we 
needed. There he was shedding his blood for the sins of the world. 
 
Yet three days later, the world witnessed the greatest display of power it had ever seen. Paul speaks about that power 
when he writes of God’s “incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead.” The greatest power ever unleashed on this earth was not the atomic 
bombs dropped on Japan. It was not the force of an earthquake, volcano, tornado, hurricane, or flood. The greatest display 
of power the world has ever seen was God raising Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
When Jesus lay in the tomb, Satan and all the forces of evil stood united against him. If Satan could have kept Jesus in that 
grave, he would have claimed victory. But he could not. That is why Paul piles one word upon another to describe it. The 
resurrection of Jesus was the ultimate display of God’s power—the mightiest victory this world has ever known. 
 
What kind of King is Jesus for us? When Queen Victoria ruled the British Empire, 1837-1901, she governed one of the 
largest empires the world had ever seen. It is estimated that nearly one out of every four people on earth lived under her 
rule. The empire stretched so far across the globe that people said, “the sun never sets on the British Empire.” Yet she ruled 
it all from her home in England. During her 63 years as queen, she never visited many of the lands under her authority. 
Most of the people she ruled would never meet her personally. She was, in many ways, a distant queen. 
 
What kind of King does Paul describe when he says that Jesus rules “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, 
and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come?” Is Jesus just a distant King to 
us—someone far away in heaven, someone we hear about but who seems removed from our daily lives? But that is not 
the King that Jesus wants to be. 
 
But Paul says something remarkable. We have a King who not only knows everything about us, but who rules everything 
for us. “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” Jesus is not ruling from a distance with little concern for 
his people. He rules all things for the good of his church, for the good of his believers. That means he is ruling all things for 
you. 
 



Why do people use whatever power they have in this world? Often it is to prove something – to do something. Look what 
I can build. Look what I can accomplish. Look what I can do that others cannot. Look at what I can control—and who I can 
control. But Jesus reminds us that all the power this world can offer is like a toy pop gun compared to his power. 
 
And how does Jesus use that power? He uses it for you. He holds you safely in his hands. It began at your baptism, where 
God made the promise to wash your sins away. For three of you—Riley, Mike, and Lily—I had the privilege of being the 
one who baptized you. But whether I baptized you or someone else did, the important thing is not who performed the 
baptism, but what God did there. He claimed you as his own and washed away your sins. And he continues to forgive and 
cleanse you every single day. 
 
In a few minutes, you will stand before God and this congregation and promise to remain faithful to him for the rest of 
your life. That is a serious promise. But you do not make it relying on your own strength. It is God who will help you keep 
that promise. His power will strengthen you and sustain you every day until the day he returns. 
 
In 1942, shortly after the attack on Attack on Pearl Harbor, Japanese forces invaded the Philippines. Douglas MacArthur 
was leading the Allied defense of the islands. As the situation grew worse, President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered 
MacArthur to leave the Philippines and continue the war effort from Australia. As he departed, he made a promise to the 
Filipino people: “I shall return.” 
 
Two and a half years later, he kept that promise. In October 1944, MacArthur waded ashore and declared, “I have 
returned!” But when he first made that promise, he left under the shadow of defeat. 
 
When Jesus left this world on Ascension Day, he did so in complete and total victory. He had finished everything he came 
to accomplish. And even as he ascended, he promised that he would reign over all things. 
 
I’ve often wondered what that small group of disciples felt as they watched him rise into heaven that day. It’s hard not to 
think there was some fear mixed in with their amazement. Everything was about to change for them. Yet Jesus wanted 
them to know that even after he disappeared from sight on that mountain, they were not alone. He was now seated on 
his throne, ruling over all things—for them and for all believers. 
 
Things are changing for you, confirmands. Today you are entering a new stage of life here at St. Paul’s. As time goes on, 
there may be moments that feel uncertain or even frightening. There may be times when you feel alone. There may even 
be days when you do not feel like keeping the promise you are making to your God today. 
 
But take heart—your God has not forgotten you. He is holding you safely in his hands. Even though Jesus has ascended 
into heaven, you are never alone. He is with you, ruling over all things for your good. May God strengthen all of us to trust 
him in every moment of our lives. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


