Acts 3: 12 - 20

A dark cloud of anxiousness must certainly have hung over the ten disciples who, with perhaps a few other
followers of Jesus, had gathered in a locked room on the evening of the first Easter, Today's Gospel lesson told us
directly that there was fear — fear that the Jewish leaders, who had condemned and crucified Jesus, would now come
after his followers as well. There was confusion and uncertainty over reports that some women followers of Jesus had
seen angels who told them that Jesus had risen from the dead. Peter and John had even gone out to the tomb and found
it empty. And there was guilt over their cowardly actions when the high priest's posse had come to arrest Jesus in
Gethsemane. If Jesus was alive, how could they face him? Would he want to continue his relationship with them? All of
these thoughts and emotions must have brought about a heavy-heartedness, a weariness of spirit that felt to each disciple
like a lead weight. But then Jesus came. He showed them he was alive. And with the simple greeting, “Peace be with
you,” he changed their weary anxiousness into overwhelming joy.

Jesus’ display of his resurrection victory and his assurance of peace brought real spiritual refreshment to the
disciples on that first Easter evening. Scripture’s assurances of his resurrection and the peace and comfort that it brings
have continued to refresh human hearts and empower human lives down through the ages. Our text for today brings an
encouragement to enjoy that blessing as it invites us to FIND REFRESHING IN THE RISEN LORD. The text reminds us
that |. Human beings rejected him, but God glorified him 1. He has earned spiritual refreshing for all.

Acts chapter 3 begins with the account of Peter and John healing a crippled man. The miracle took place at one
of the temple gates, where worshipers were accustomed to encounter the man as he sat and begged. Seeing the man
who had been handicapped walking and jumping and praising God filled the bystanders with amazement. A crowd
quickly gathered. The fact that the healed man clung to Peter and John made it obvioué that the two apostles had been
involved in what was obviously a miracle. Peter realized that the curious crowd provided him with an audience ready to
listen to what he had to say. So he used the opportunity, as he had done on Pentecost, to preach a powerful message of
law and gospel, a message in which he ultimately invited his hearers to find spiritual refreshing in Jesus

Peter began by making it ciear that he and John weren't miracle workers. They hadn't healed the crippled man by
their own power. But they were agents of Jesus. In Jesus’' name and through Jesus' power the crippled man had been
healed. Peter wanted the people in that audience to know the truth about Jesus, about what their relationship to him had
been, and, even more importantly, what it could be.

The apostle addressed the crowds as "men of israel,” people who claimed to worship the “God of our fathers, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” Peter and John were Israefites who worshiped the God of the patriarchs, just as they
did. They and the followers of Jesus weren't introducing new teachings contrary to the Scriptures. But they were

teaching that those Scriptures were all fulfilled in Jesus. When he declared that “The God of the patriarchs has glorified



‘his servant Jesus,” Peter was clearly referring to Isaiah chapter 53, a prophecy with which everyone in the audience that
day was familiar. |n this prophecy Isaiah describes the person and work of the promised Messiah, whom he calls the
“Servant of the Lord.” That promised Servant, Peter says, God's Savior, had come in the person of Jesus. By word and
deed Jesus had proclaimed himself as God's promised servant. Exactly as Isaiah had foretold it, Jesus had lived a
perfect life and died an innocent death, offering his life as a sacrifice for human sin. And God had given his approval to ali
that Jesus did by glorifying him. Peter, John and all the other apostles were witnesses of the fact that Jesus had risen
from the dead and ascended in glory to God's right hand.

But, though Jesus in every way fulfilled what Isaiah and all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah, the
Jewish people, for the most part, had rejected him. He was not the kind of Messiah they wanted. His lowliness offended
them. The people showed their unbelief, either by remaining indifferent to Jesus or by joining their leaders in hating him
and wanting him gone. Either way, Peter says, that whole generation of Jews, including everyone in his audience that
day, were partners with those who had physically brought about Jesus condemnation and death. Peter drives that point
home with great force, as he proclaims stern law. "You handed him over to the Romans,” he tells his listeners. “You
disowned him before Pilate, who declared him innocent and wanted to set him free. You disowned the holy and righteous
one and chose to have a murderer, Barabbas, released to you. You killed the author of life." Even if few, if any, at the
temple that day had actua‘lly been part of the Good Friday mob that shouted for Jesus' execution, by their unbelief they
had joined their hearts and hands with those of their leaders. In God's eyes they were full partners in all of those wicked
acts. And God himself had shown how wrong they were by raising Jesus from the dead. Over and over again in the Book
of Acts the apostles’ preaching drives home the contrast. "You killed the Messiah, but God glorified him." .

Peter's words are a powerful proclamation of the law, applied personally to every one of his listeners. “You killed
the Author of Life,” was law aimed straight at sinful human hearts. It wasn't enough, Peter tells the crowd, to be vaguely
disturbed by the knowledge that their leaders had killed an innocent man. Each one of them was to know that he or she
was complicit with those leaders in killing the Author of Life. Peter's words were directed straight at each heart. They
were words the Holy Spirit used to crush and to humble. And they are words that continue to crush and humble human
hearts, including ours. No, we weren't physically there when the Good Friday crowds chose a murderer over Jesus and
demanded his death. But our sins were there. The ultimate cause of the Savior's suffering and death was the world's sin.
We need to make that personal: for your sin and my sin Jesus was rejected and condemned and crucified. We need to
understand that connection, so we don’t view Jesus’ passion and death in a detached manner, as only an event in history
that we casually remember. Just as powerfully as the Holy Spirit convicted those in the Jerusalem crowd in our text, he

convicts us: “You crucified the author of Life.” The punishment was his; the guilt was ours. It's personal.



But there was more to Peter's message than stern law. There was also gospel comfort, not only for that 1%
Century audience, but for all who read and study this account, comfort that provides refreshing for weary and burdened
souls. As he endured the torments of crucifixion, Jesus prayed from the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing.” Peter repeats that thought in our text when he declares, " know that you acted in ignorance, just
like your leaders.” Neither the leaders nor the great majority of the Jews helieved that Jesus was God's Messiah.
Ignorance, of course, is not an excuse. Ignorance can't and won't diminish guilt. The sad truth was that, despite all the
evidences of his divinity that Jesus gave them, the majority of the people to whom he came rejected him. But, Peter
declares, despite the fact that they, in their ignorance, rejected Jesus, a gracious God had not rejected them. In his
amazing love he was coming to them once more with the uitimate evidence that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the Savior
and Author of Life that he claimed to be. God glorified his Son Jesus by raising him and setting him at his own right hand.

Though the Jews acted in ignorance by rejecting and crucifying Jesus, God knew exactly what he was doing.
God, in fact, used the Jews’ ignorant wickedness to accomplish his saving purpose. While the Jews thought that they
were getting rid of Jesus, God was carrying out his saving plan for the human race. God had revealed that plan through
the Old Testament prophets. He had clearly revealed that his Messiah would not be the worldly hero for which so many
looked. He would be a suffering servant. As Peter set those truths before his audience, he invited them to ponder and to
wonder at the amazing grace that had used human wickedness and ignorance to accomplish his divine will to provide a
remedy for their sins and the sins of all the world. And he urged them thankfully to embrace that remedy with the
invitation that Jesus himself issued throughout his ministry: “Repent and believe the good news.”

Repentance in the broad sense includes an acknowledgement and genuine sorrow over sin brought about by the
Holy Spirit through God's law; and a humble turning in faith to Jesus and the forgiveness he has eared for sinners,
brought about by the same Holy Spirit through the gospel. And as the good news of the crucified and risen Christ enters
and penetrates human hearts, those hearts are refreshed. The burden of guilt is lifted and replaced by the peace of God's
forgiving love in Christ. What greater refreshing for human hearts and lives can there be than the good news that sins are
forgiven — blotted out, Peter says. Through the gospel the risen Jesus himself comes to human hearts each day with his
peace and promises that one day he will provide believers with perfect, uninterrupted times of refreshing in eternal glory.

Did you notice in the Gospel lesson that after Jesus appeared to his disciples and assured them of his peace he
entrusted them with the task of sharing the good news of forgiveness of sins and the spiritual refreshing and peace that it
brings with others? May we, who by grace have been blessed with the spiritual peace that the assurance of forgiveness

through Jesus brings, cherish that peace and share its refreshing message with others. Amen.
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