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The tale begins in the town of Hamelin, Germany, in the year 1284 AD. The townspeople were in a state of desperation,
overwhelmed by a relentless rat infestation. No matter what methods they tried, they couldn’t get rid of the rats. Life had
become unbearable.

Then, word spread of a mysterious piper who claimed he could rid them of their rodent problem. Willing to try anything,
the townspeople invited him to help. Dressed in bright, colorful clothing, the piper carried a magical pipe whose enchanting
melodies could lure creatures to follow him. The mayor and townspeople agreed to hire him, promising a generous reward
if he succeeded.

As the Pied Piper strolled through the streets, he played his magical tune. One by one, the rats emerged from every nook
and cranny, mesmerized by the music. He led them all to the river, where they plunged into the water and drowned. The
townspeople watched in awe as their tormentors vanished beneath the waves. At last, Hamelin was free of the rats.

When the Piper returned to collect his payment, the people, now rid of their problem, decided to cheat him. Instead of
paying the full amount, they offered him only a small fraction. After all, the rats were gone—what could he possibly do
now? Enraged by their deceit, the Piper resolved to teach them a lesson. He took up his pipe once more and played a
different melody—one that enchanted the children of Hamelin. Just like the rats, the children began to follow him, drawn
by the music. The townspeople watched in horror as their sons and daughters marched away behind the Piper. He led
them into a cave in a nearby mountain, and they were never seen again. As with other fairy tales, this story might have
been read to children as they were about to drift off to sleep. So, how’s that for a bedtime story? Imagine, being a child,
and not have nightmares about this fairy tale?

Yet, isn’t that what Satan wants to do with us? Satan would love nothing more than to use all the other enchanting voices
around us, and lead us away from the voice of our Good Shepherd. Yet, Jesus wants us to know that as we follow the voice
of our Good Shepherd, we have nothing to fear. “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.”

Let’s take a look at the words of our Good Shepherd found in our text this morning. John begins: “Then came the Festival
of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews
who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.” They weren’t genuinely seeking to know if Jesus was the Messiah—he had already told them that many times.
Their question was a trap. If they could get him to say “yes,” they planned to accuse him of blasphemy and put him to
death on the spot. They had no desire to listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd because they didn’t like what he was
saying. And yet, the Good Shepherd doesn’t give up on them.

Something remarkable is happening in the temple that day. It’s astonishing to see how deeply Jesus still loved the very
people who hated him. He longed for them to become his sheep, to come under his care, and to rely on him. Jesus doesn’t
turn his back on them or tell them to go away. Instead, he responds patiently: “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The
works | do in my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.” Even after
saying this, his desire remains the same—he wants them to become his own. “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them,
and they follow me.” Jesus never gives up on people.

This morning, we sang the familiar words of Psalm 23. In just six short verses, we find some of the most treasured comforts
and promises that believers have clung to for thousands of years. Every line is filled with peace, hope, and reassurance.
The image of the Shepherd alone brings great comfort. But it’s in the final verse that David says something truly
astonishing—something that’s easy to overlook: “Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.”
We hear the word “follow” and think of something casual or routine—“I’ll follow you to the store.” But the Hebrew word
here is far more intense. It means “to pursue” or “to chase down.” God’s goodness and mercy aren’t simply trailing behind
us—they are actively coming after us, relentlessly. Like a lion stalking its prey, God’s goodness and love pursue us with
purpose and determination. He longs to be our Shepherd and will stop at nothing to make us his own.



Look at what that goodness and mercy brings us. “The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.” Those words promise us that in Jesus, we really
lack nothing. Because through the death of Jesus on the cross, our sins are paid for. Three days later, on Easter, we have
seen the proof that those sins are paid for. No one can look at the risen Savior, and say that God is not taking care of us.
Those open arms of our risen Savior is the proof. Through faith in Jesus Christ, we have eternal life.

We have a God who can take our pains, frustrations, disappointments, setbacks, losses and failures and turn them into
something good. We have a God who promises to make all things work out for our good. Even though we may not always
understand God’s ways, we don’t need to understand them. We trust those promises of God. “Even though | walk
through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” Jesus is the
Shepherd whose voice we listen to. Today, Jesus invites us to stop and listen, to hear this message. God, the Father, has set
His heart on us. He has given us Jesus and then given us to Jesus, and no one will ever snatch us from His hand. Take
comfort in knowing that Jesus knows your name. Know that he is for you. Trust him for some day we will “dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.” Amen.



