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On May 15, 1963, astronaut Gordon Cooper climbed into a tiny capsule, not much larger than a phone booth, called
Faith 7 and was launched into space atop a rocket. His mission was to orbit the Earth 22 times — becoming the first
American to spend a full day in space. For most of the flight, everything worked perfectly. Cooper watched the Earth pass
beneath him every 90 minutes as the mission unfolded exactly as planned.

Then, during orbit 19, a warning light suddenly indicated the capsule was beginning reentry. Cooper checked the
instruments and realized the capsule was still stable. The sensor itself had failed. He shut it off. A few orbits later, the real
crisis came. A short circuit crippled the capsule’s electrical system. The automatic reentry controls went dark. Carbon
dioxide levels also began rising inside the cabin and his suit. He was all alone. His only distress call was: "Things are
beginning to stack up a little."

Reentry into Earth’s atmosphere required incredible precision. Too shallow, and the capsule would skip off the
atmosphere into space. Too steep, and it would burn up. Normally, onboard systems handled those calculations. But now
Cooper would have to do it all manually.

Using a grease pencil, Gordon Cooper drew reference marks on the window of Faith 7. He guided the capsule by star
patterns he had memorized before launch. Holding the spacecraft at the proper angle by hand, he timed the retrorockets
with only his wristwatch.

Then came the most dangerous moment. As Faith 7 plunged back through the atmosphere, intense heat surrounded the
capsule and radio contact went silent. Alone inside that fireball, Cooper relied on his training, his judgment, and what he
knew to be true.

That day in 1963 revealed a truth that still holds: when the systems failed, Cooper trusted what he had learned and the
training that had prepared him. That trust brought him safely home.

Jesus spoke the words of our text while sharing the Passover meal with his disciples on the night before his death. He
knew what lay ahead. He also knew how the disciples would feel when everything around them seemed to collapse. He
looked at the men around that table, he knew just how much they needed His love to go on living.

Later that evening they would be scared and run. Peter would pull out his sword and cut a man’s ear off. He was ready to
defend his Lord. Then in a little while later, he would deny even knowing who Jesus was. They would see Jesus die. But by
his death, he would show them just how much he loved them and this world. They would be hiding behind locked doors
fearful if they would be next. They needed to hear the words of Jesus: “l will not leave you as orphans; | will come to
you.” They needed to remember those words of Jesus. “l will not leave you!”

The world they knew was about to fall apart. They would feel abandoned and alone after he suffered, died, rose again,
and later ascended into heaven. So, Jesus reassured them. They were not alone. They were to trust his words and follow
him: “If you love me, keep my commands.” He promised them that he would remain with them: “Because I live, you
also will live.” And to strengthen them, he gave them this promise: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to help you and be with you forever — the Spirit of truth.”

He saw men with troubled hearts. Yet, he promises that he is going to send an Advocate, a helper. That same helper who
brought them to faith. The same helper who would be with them in times that they could not even imagine yet. Without
this helper, the Holy Spirit, we cannot do what he also commands. “If you love me, keep my commands.” “The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself to them.” The Holy Spirit has never
stopped pouring out his grace on us since. Suddenly, divine help, far beyond even our imagination, is handed to us again
and again!



In the Greek world, the word “Helper” or “Advocate” could describe someone who came alongside another person to
encourage and strengthen them—Ilike a runner keeping pace with a weary soldier, urging him not to give up. That’s the
picture Jesus gives us of the Holy Spirit. When we are worn down and exhausted, the Holy Spirit comes alongside us,
steady and strong, encouraging us and carrying us forward.

Sometimes life just doesn’t go the way we thought it would. The job we hoped for never comes through. A relationship
we depended on changes. The future we once pictured so clearly suddenly feels uncertain. And in moments like that, it’s
easy to feel alone—not just because things didn’t work out, but because we no longer know what comes next.

A lot of loneliness comes from that feeling of watching your plans unravel. The path you expected to follow suddenly
shifts. Doors you thought would open stay closed. People change, circumstances change, and life starts to look very
different than what you imagined. And that can leave you feeling unsettled. Not just alone, but unsure.

That’s where the disciples were in John 14. They had spent years with Jesus. They walked with Him, listened to Him,
leaned on Him. And now Jesus tells them He’s leaving. You can almost hear the question in their hearts: “What are we
going to do without You?”

And that’s why Jesus gives them this promise: “l will not leave you as orphans.” Those words weren’t only for the
disciples. They are for you too. Jesus comes to you today through His Word and reminds you that He has not abandoned
you. He came to bring you back into the family of God, and that promise is not temporary. It is eternal.

Why? Because you are His child. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, you have been adopted into God’s family. The Spirit
keeps pointing you back to Jesus and to the love He showed for you at the cross. And it is that love that moves us to love
others.

In Christ, we are not alone. In Christ, we have the Holy Spirit walking beside us. In Christ, we can face life with
confidence, knowing that Jesus still goes with us wherever we are. And as we live in His love, we learn to delight in
following Him.

When the capsule piloted by Gordon Cooper splashed down, it landed only a few miles from the recovery ship — the
most accurate splashdown of the entire Mercury program.

When life seems like it is spinning out of control, trust that we will land in the hands of our heavenly Father. Take comfort
in Jesus’ words: “The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself to them.”
May God grant it. Amen.



