
John 1:29-41 
Epiphany 2; January 18/19, 2026 
 
Aren’t Magic Erasers amazing? It’s incredible what that little white foam “eraser” can remove. Marks on walls disappear. 
Scuff marks on floors vanish. There seems to be almost no surface a Magic Eraser can’t clean. 
 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have a Magic Eraser for life? Imagine being able to erase all the foolish or embarrassing things you’ve 
done. With all the snow we’ve been getting this week, I was reminded of the time I stuck my hand into the chute of a 
snowblower here at church. It wasn’t just me who realized how foolish that was—several hundred people quickly came to 
the same conclusion. 
 
What if you could erase some of the words you’ve spoken — words you wish you could take back? Even after countless 
apologies, those words are often still remembered. What if you could erase all the excuses you’ve made for breaking 
promises to some of the people closest to you? But we all know the truth: there are no do-overs in life. We can’t erase our 
mistakes or undo the sins we’ve committed. 
 
Yet in our text this morning, we see that although we cannot erase our sins, there is someone who can—and who has. 
That someone is Jesus. John the Baptist points to this true “eraser” when he looks at Jesus and declares, “Look, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 
Imagine for a moment that you are living in Palestine 2,000 years ago. Yesterday you went to church on the Sabbath, the 
day of rest. Now you climb the wide stone staircase leading up to one of the temple gates. You pass through the gate, walk 
by the temple guards, and step into the courtyard. 
 
The space is filled with hundreds—perhaps thousands—of people. You hear the priests playing stringed instruments, rams’ 
horns, trumpets, tambourines, drums, and harps. The sound of a thousand voices singing fills the air. 
 
Your eyes and nose are drawn to the smoke rising from the altar. This altar looks—and smells—very different from the one 
you see here. It is thirty feet long, thirty feet wide, and fifteen feet high. Steps lead up to the top, where a massive iron 
grate covers the altar. Made entirely of bronze, it is impossible to miss. It stands at the center of the courtyard, directly in 
front of the towering doors of the temple. 
 
Fire and smoke rise constantly from it. The smell of burning flesh fills the air. The scent of fresh blood reaches your nose. 
You see blood dripping from the priests’ hands, staining their white robes, spilling onto the ground and onto the altar itself. 
 
If we had witnessed all of that, we would naturally ask, “Why?” What was the purpose of these sacrifices? Sacrifice after 
sacrifice, God was impressing on his people the seriousness of sin. Sin could not simply be ignored. For sin to be erased 
from the hearts of mankind, blood was required—not merely the blood of animals, but the blood of the Son of God, the 
Lamb of God. 
 
We may try to erase sin by covering it up, hoping no one else notices. We may minimize it or explain it away. But we cannot 
erase it. Through those sacrifices, God was teaching his people that truth. Every sacrifice, every lamb that was slaughtered, 
was pointing forward, directing hearts to the future and declaring: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!”  
 
The Prophet Isaiah, 750 years earlier, spoke about that coming Lamb. “7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open 
his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.” (Isa 53:7-9) 
The Lamb that God was bringing to the temple was his one and only Son. This Lamb belongs to God himself. The innocent 
blood of this Lamb would bring forgiveness of sin to this world! This blood would be shed for you and me.  



That’s the message that John the Baptist is saying through these words today. “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” This Lamb would bring to the end all sacrifices. If Jesus is this Lamb who takes away the sins of the 
world, then this is a game changer. This forgiveness is given freely to this world through faith in Jesus. That would be a 
message that would be worth shouting about.  
 
Think of it this way – If you had no limit of money, what would you do with it? You would do all the things that we need 
money for this life. But if you had no limit – wouldn’t it be fun to just give it away. Not to give it away to make a name for 
yourself, but to just simply give it. God has given us an unlimited amount of forgiveness. The question is: what are we going 
to do with that kind of message? 
 
John the Baptist’s job was to point people to that Lamb. What do two of his disciples do with it? John writes in our text: 
“35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them 
following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
39“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So, they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with 
him. It was about four in the afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had 
said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).” 
 
One of those disciples of John the Baptist was Andrew. The other is the Apostle John, the author of our text. Jesus’ response 
to their question, “where are you staying?” is “Come and you will see.” What does Andrew do after spending the day with 
Jesus, he runs off to tell his brother: “We have found the Messiah!” Come! Come and see! 
 
Remember six years ago, when COVID was just beginning to spread across the world? There was fear—real fear. People 
were getting sick, seriously sick, and it seemed like nothing could stop it. Scientists and medical professionals urgently 
searched for treatments and a vaccine. Eventually, they found one. 
 
Now imagine that you were the one who developed that cure. Would you want to keep it for yourself? Would you want to 
profit from it? 
 
That is what a man named Jonas Salk faced. In 1955, he introduced a polio vaccine that dramatically reduced polio cases 
in the United States and around the world. Later, he was asked if he had patented the vaccine—essentially, how much 
money he was making from it. His answer was simple: No. When asked who owned it, he replied, “Well, the people, I would 
say. There is no patent. Could you patent the sun?” 
 
That is the picture God gives us for the message of Jesus. This good news is not something to keep to ourselves—it is meant 
to be given away, freely shared. That is exactly what John, Andrew, and Peter did. 
 
Magic Erasers are amazing little sponges. It’s incredible what they can remove. But they cannot erase sin. No one can—
except Jesus. And that is why we join John the Baptist in saying, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!” 
 
May God help us always to point people to Jesus, the Lamb of God. Amen. 
 


