Theme: Sow the Powerful Seed and see the Tree that is Produced.
Introduction

Remember when you were in grade school. Think about the day when your teacher brought in those small bean seeds. Do
you remember when you took those beans and put them in a paper towel. You would spray them with water put them in a little
baggie and then set them on the heater and leave them. The first couple of days everyone is very interested in what is happening to
the seeds, but when nothing seems to be happening everyone loses interests. But after a couple of weeks the teacher draws
everyone’s attention to the bags and low and behold there are small green sprouts! Then the teacher shows everyone how to
transfer them to some potting soil and everyone watches as the time passes the plants grow.

In our gospel for today we are shown two different examples of what the kingdom of God is like according to Jesus. In
both of these Jesus calls us to Sow the powerful seed and see the tree that is produced. In the first parable Jesus tells us to sow the
seed with confidence and in the second parable Jesus tells us that this same seed though small, shelters all.

Part One: Sow the seed with confidence.

When we look at the first parable, we hear a lot of wording that has to do with the seed, the sower, and how this seed is
grown. We must understand what exactly this seed is. This seed is the Word of God. This is the best seed we could hope for. It is
Jesus who gives us this seed and it is Jesus who tells us to sow the seed.

Jesus even sets the example by his life how we are to sow the seed. He took his message out into the world and spread it
to everyone and at all times. In the same way we follow our superior sower by sowing the seed ourselves. There is every
opportunity in our daily lives to sow the message of Jesus.

Who are the ones that sow the seed? The answer is each and every one of us. There are some like pastors, teachers, and
staff ministers who make it their lives work to sow the seed into the world. But the work does not stop with just these men and
women. We all partake in this great task as sowers. Are you a mother or father? Raise your children up in the word of God from
the time they are little onward let the word of God be regularly sown into the lives of your children. Are there others at your work?
Do not be afraid to talk to your coworkers about the same message the grows in your hearts. Do you have friends at school or in
your hobbies? The message should be heard by all those around you. Do not sow the seed sparingly, let the power of the seed
determine where it will take root and grow.

But I can hear you asking, “If I sow the seed, how will I know if it is growing or not?”” The truth is we may never know if
it has taken root. But the power of the message is what determines its growth. You leaders in the church may plant the seed one
day and then weeks or months later see that woman you meet in line at the bank walk through the doors of your church to hear
more of God’s word. You parents may fear that when your teenager strays you might never see them attend another service only to
see them return as young adults to baptize their children and sow the seed in the next generation. That coworker you only briefly
talked to about Jesus may one day walk up to you and say, “I never forgot when you told me about...” Even friends you lose
contact with may one day call you up and share with you the joy they have found in their new home congregation. Let the power
of the seed do its work and do not worry about where it has taken root.

The temptation of the sower is to take the credit when the seed does grow. We do this all to often don’t we? That woman
who we saw at the bank is finally showing up to church every Sunday and taking bible information classes. This is the reason I am
the best person for the job of pastor. Parents may take pride in the fact that their sons or daughters have gone to a Lutheran grade
school then high school maybe even the college or maybe even the seminary! We really are the best parents. When we hear that
coworker relying on the promises of God to help them through their darkest periods and we give ourselves a pat on the back.
Maybe your friend found the church because of your recommendation, Way to go me! But that is not what Jesus tells us in this
parable. It is not our ability that leads these people to their gracious Father in heaven. It is the power of the seed that is planted in
them. The sower merely sows the seed and God is the one who causes it to grow.

Now brothers and sisters listen carefully, Sow now and Sow often! The parable tells us that the time for harvest is coming.
The scythe may come to all of us at different times. It may seem that the seed does not have enough time to take root and grow
properly. But it does not matter if the seed has grown into a small sprout or a great oak, the Lord knows the best time for his
harvest and at each of our deathbeds we will be harvested, and God will take us to heaven to await the final harvest. On the final
day our Lord will return to us and then all will feel the blade of the scythe dead and alive. We have nothing to fear from either our



own death or the final day because of Jesus. But there are those out there who have not yet had the seed planted in them. Go out
and sow the seed, take every opportunity to sow often and confidently.

Part two: The small seed that shelters all.

The second parable tells us more about the kingdom of God, but it tells us about what that seed, when sown, produces in
the world. The seed that we sow, the word of God, may seem like a small and insignificant thing and at times may even seem
dead, but from it grows a great tree. This tree goes out into all the world and all benefit from it. Not only does this seed benefit the
world, but it benefits the Christian as well.

Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a mustard seed. If you have never seen a mustards seed picture a small ball about
the same size as a BB. Why does our Lord describe the kingdom of God as something so small and insignificant? It is the very fact
that this seemingly small and insignificant seed produces a great plant that makes it a great description of the kingdom of God.

Just as the mustard seed seems small and insignificant, so too our savior must have seemed small and insignificant to all
those around him. We read in the scriptures that the long-awaited savior of mankind was not born into a great palace or brought
forth by a noble family. Instead, he is born lowly and as the hymn tells us he had no cradle to lay his head but the feed trough of
barnyard animals. Jesus’ life itself was not marked with great wealth or political success instead he lived a life wandering from
place to place never rich nor poor but just eking by with a seemingly small and insignificant life. His death was not that of a heroic
warrior leading the charge against the enemies of his people, but instead he meets his end suffering the same death as that of a
criminal. Even after his resurrection who does he appear to? It is not to the leaders of the world or the notable members of the
Jewish faith, but rather to the ignored and unnoticed among the people.

Is it any different today? The message of the seed is not one spread with whips and chains, or laser light shows. No, we
have mere words on paper. Black letters on white paper with seemingly no power of their own. The other means of grace also
appear insignificant. I mean after all it is just some water we pour on babies’ heads while the pastor says some words. It’s just a
small chunk of bread with a small sip of wine, what good can these be in the face of a world that offers so many powerful
philosophies and technologies. But it is undeniable the power that these things have. The Word has gone out powerfully into the
word uniting millions across time and space under the cross. The water and the word poured gently over the heads of the most
vulnerable members of our society assuring them of the forgiveness of their inherited sins. And we eat and drink of the body and
blood in with and under the bread and wine in a mystery beyond human comprehension forgiving you of all your sins. We clearly
see the great tree that is produced by this small and insignificant seed and how it has grown throughout history.

Kingdoms in this world rise and fall as has been seen throughout all history. In all the countries where the seed has been
present those same kingdoms have flourished. Just as the parable talks about the birds that rest in the branches of the tree. Rome
was great before Christianity, but only grew greater when it was introduced. Europe was the powerhouse of the world for centuries
and at its core was the tree. Today we see America as the superpower of the world a nation built under God and the message of his
son. However, those ancient kingdoms fell as they uprooted the tree from their midst. But not God’s kingdom. His kingdom is
eternal and unending. The tree may be chopped down in one nation, but the kingdom of God stands eternal and will never fall.

This tree grows not only on the stage of the world but in the lives of the individual as well. Our lives are richer when we
remember that all our gifts are from above by his grace alone. We are blessed with a great family of believers who stand shoulder
to shoulder to lift up when we are weak and to worship at the feet of our savior. Ultimately, we are blessed with the salvation that
is only available where the seed has been sown and the tree now grows. No longer do we fear the condemnation we rightly
deserve. Instead, the great tree grows in our hearts assuring us of a salvation won for us in blood.

Those days of grade school science class may be gone for most of us. But the lesson we learned from the bean sprout stills
sticks with us today. No amount of waiting or watching is going to cause those seeds to grow and no amount of worrying over the
seed that is sown will cause it to take root. Instead, we trust in the power of the seed itself to take root. And while the seed we sow
may appear small and insignificant we know that it is the kingdom of God and where the tree grows, there also will be safety and
salvation for all. Amen.



