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Today is one of my favorite holidays. Do you know what I’'m talking about. It's Groundhog Day. It is the day that a rodent
becomes a meteorologist. Ever since February 2, 1887 a groundhog will determine if we are going to have a longer winter
or an early Spring. According to tradition, if a groundhog comes out of its hole on this day and sees its shadow, it gets
scared and runs back into it burrow, predicting six more weeks of winter weather; no shadow means an early Spring. Can
you see | why | like Groundhog Day? In many ways, it is so ridiculous, that it makes it a fun day. After all, who among us
wants to have six more weeks of winter? An early Spring sounds good to me.

Did you know that Groundhog Day has its roots in the ancient Christian tradition of Candlemas? Candlemas celebrated
the presentation of Jesus 40 days after his birth. Since February 2 was the midpoint of the Winter Solstice and the Spring
Equinox, clergy would bless and distribute candles to people on that midpoint day. A folk belief developed that if a
hedgehog would see his shadow, there would be another 6 weeks of winter. Therefore, they would need more candles if
he saw his shadow. If not, there would be an early Spring. When German settlers came to America, settlers in Pennsylvania
continued the tradition, although they would switch from a hedgehog to a groundhog, who were much more plentiful in
Pennsylvania. So, what do you think? Is a groundhog going to be able to predict an early Spring or a late Spring? If a
groundhog can tell us that we will have an early Spring, who wouldn’t like to hear that good news?

As silly as Groundhog Day is, we tend to listen to news that we like and don’t listen to the news that we don’t. At many
times in life, the credibility of news is dependent on how appealing that news or information is. When Phil tells us that we
are going to have an early Spring, | want to believe him. That news is appealing to me.

When Christianity began to spread in the 1% Century, people listened when they liked what they heard. They didn’t listen
so much if they didn’t like what they heard. That is the thought that the thought that is behind the words that Paul writes
here to a young pastor named Timothy. Timothy had begun to serve a congregation in Ephesus, a congregation that Paul
had begun. Paul’s ministry was coming to an end. He’s writing these words from a Roman prison. He could see that death
seemed to be on the horizon. So, he wanted to provide this young pastor with guidance and encouragement as he was
beginning his ministry in Ephesus.

Paul begins his final encouragement to Timothy. “*4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, > and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. ® All Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Stay and preach the Word of God!

Why abide in the Word of God? It makes you “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” The biggest problem that
mankind faces in this world is sin. It is a problem that we cannot fix by ourselves. We need salvation. The problem is a
problem for all of mankind since the Fall into sin in the Garden of Eden. If this problem of sin is not fixed, we don’t get
heaven. Paul wants Timothy to know that as he would continue his ministry, there would be people who would want to
take the message of Christianity off of Christ. Therefore, Paul warns him and anyone else from walking away from the
message of Jesus. Jesus has everything that you need.

Why can you trust it? “All Scripture is God-breathed.” This message is not a message that has been made up by someone.
These words that you are preaching are the Words of God. God has always kept his words and promises. Nothing is going
to change that. If our God says that we are made “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus,” then we have true
wisdom in Jesus.

Paul continues on and tells Timothy: “continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you
know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures.” You know the
people from whom you learned the Word of God. Your mother and grandmother taught it to you. They would have no
reason to mislead you. Paul, a prophet of God, had no reason to mislead you. Is it any different today? If Paul was standing



here today, | think he would have the same encouragement for you. You have parents and grandparents who shared these
words with you. They brought you to a baptism font and God washed your sins away. You were brought to God’s house
to hear that Word spoken again and again to you. As you come forward to the Lord’s Supper, your sins are forgiven by the
very body and blood of Jesus. As a congregation, we are blessed with teachers and staff who get to share God’s Word with
you on a daily basis. Their goal is simple — to teach children the best way that they know how. They want children to see
the wonderful world that God has made for them and for us. They want them to see the order that God has set in place
through the wonderful world of science. As they teach all of those academic lessons, they get to point to Jesus. When you
might feel like you are all alone in this world, God wants you to know that not only is he with you, but look at all the people
around you that are with you in this journey of life. You are not alone!

Paul continues: “4! In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.” This Word of God affects how we walk in Jesus. It
guides every aspect of life. It corrects and points out sin. It encourages us with forgiveness. The Word of God is a precious
treasure that goes beyond any understanding. Satan might want us to think that there is a better message than the
message of Jesus. You can’t get any better message than the message of the perfect forgiveness that we have in Jesus.

Therefore, | encourage you to hold on to the Word of God. Keep it in your heart by his grace and by his power. Treasure
all that God has done for you. May God grant it. Amen.



