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What is it about God that moves him to pick the most unlikely people to be his messengers? What is it about God, that
moves him to call a man named Moses, who had murdered a man, to be the leader of his people out of Egypt? What is it
about God that moves him to call an ordinary fisherman, Peter, to become the spokesman his band of Apostles? What is
it about God that moves him to call an enemy of God’s People, Paul, to be his messenger to the world? Why does God
pick ordinary people like you and me to be his messengers. If we were in charge of picking messengers to proclaim the
message of Jesus to the world, what kind of qualifications would we look for? Perhaps, we would look for the best
speaker — that someone you could listened to for hours. Perhaps, we would look for the person who is the most
charismatic — that someone who is just so excited that you can be excited as well. Or maybe, we would send the angels.
After all, the word, angel, both in Hebrew and in Greek, means messenger. We see that throughout the pages of
Scripture. They appear as messengers of God. But you and me, really?

Yet, God makes it clear in our readings today who he wants us as his messengers. Look at the Gospel Lesson for today.
Picture in your mind this group of fishermen, who were not his disciples yet, who had been fishing all night long. They
were experienced commercial fishermen. That night they had been completely unsuccessful. They were tired, hungry,
ready to go home and grab a bite to eat, so that they could do it all over again tonight. Then Jesus comes walking toward
them. He asks Peter if he can get into his boat. He asks Peter to push out the boat a little bit offshore so that he could
teach more people. Instead of complaining, Peter agrees and gets a front row seat to listen to Jesus.

After Jesus finishes teaching, he asks Peter to do something that really didn’t make sense. “Put out into deep water, and
let down the nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4) Yet, there was something different about this man named Jesus. “Master,
we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5)
Did you catch those words? “Because you say so...” What happens? “When they had done so, they caught such a large
number of fish that their nets began to break.” It was then that Peter realized that this Jesus was more than just a
teacher. Peter speaks: “Go away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” His heart was filled with fear. Yet, Jesus says to him:
“Don’t be afraid.”

What Jesus did for Peter, he had done for another man named Isaiah seven hundred and fifty years before. “In the year
that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.
Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their
feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;

the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple
was filled with smoke.” God appeared to Isaiah in a vision that put his holiness on full display. Even the angels, the
seraphim, could not look at the glory of God. With two wings they covered the faces and with two wings they covered
their feet.

When Isaiah saw God in his throne room in all of his glory, what does he do? “Woe to me!” | cried. “l am ruined! For |
am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord
Almighty.” All he could do is stand there and condemn himself to death. He was a sinner standing in the presence of a
holy God. There was nothing that he could do about his sinfulness. Rather than casting Isaiah out of the temple and the
throne room of God, he provides Isaiah with the holiness that he lacked. “Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a
live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” | don’t know about you, but if | saw an angel
coming toward me with a live coal in his hand and aiming for my lips, I’'m not sure that | would be as calm as Isaiah. Yet,
God'’s purpose was not to put fear into Isaiah’s heart, but to comfort him with his grace. This holiness, this coal,
originates from the temple’s altar, the place where sacrifices for sin were made; the place that pointed ahead to the
sacrifice that the Lord himself would make on the altar of the cross. “Your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

What happens with Isaiah? His whole perspective changes. Remember what happened when Jesus told Peter to go out
and cast the nets? He does. Why? “Because you say so...” He trusted the words of Jesus. Isaiah could say the same thing
about the words of God — “because you say so...” That Word of God changes everything, doesn’t it?



Sinners who tremble in the presence of a holy God really only have two options: 1. Submit in faith to the righteousness
God provides, or 2. Seek to establish this righteousness on their own. In our second lesson for today, Paul makes it clear
that we cannot do this on our own. “For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all
and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Everyone who
does not will not.

Peter’s life was changed when Jesus called him on that shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. Isaiah’s life was changed when
God called him to be his messenger. Paul’s life was changed when Jesus calls him to be his messenger and give him a
righteousness that no one else could give. God’s forgiveness changes your life as well. When that live coal touched your
lips, your sins were forgiven. Maybe, that was in the water of baptism. Maybe that was when the promises of Jesus were
shared with you later in life. Jesus says those same words to you: “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken
away and your sin atoned for.”

What does Isaiah do? It changes him 180 degrees. Suddenly, Isaiah becomes the first in line saying: “pick me, pick me.”
That’s what faith does, doesn’t it? Faith trusts and then faith acts. “Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” May God use each of us to be his messengers.
Amen.



