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It is one of the most difficult things in the world to do. Do you know what it might be? Joseph did it. Jesus told his
disciples to do it. Paul encouraged the believers in Rome to do it. One of the most difficult things in the world to do is to
forgive someone. Someone hurts you deeply, and you are supposed to forgive them? Someone destroys your reputation
by spreading lies, and you are supposed to forgive them? Someone hurts a member of your family, and you are
supposed to forgive them? Your best friend shares all your secrets with everyone, and now everyone is laughing behind
your back and you are supposed to forgive them? It’s not so easy to do, is it?

His own brothers hated him, (Genesis 37:4), and kidnapped him, (Genesis 37:23). They had even planned to murder him,
(Genesis 37: 18ff). They “settled” for selling him into slavery. (Genesis 37:28) That action had the possibility of being a
death sentence, depending who would have bought him. And now, in our text, we see Joseph is in a position to get
revenge on them. Yet, revenge is the furthest thing from his mind.

In many ways, Joseph’s family was so dysfunctional. As you look at the story of Joseph in the book of Genesis, you see a
family that is filled with sin. Joseph’s family history is a mess. We don’t have enough time to talk about all the details.
Suffice it to say that Joseph had a mother, three stepmothers, ten step-brothers, one brother, and a step sister--all living
in the home at the same time. Over the years, his father, Jacob, though generally a godly man, embraced the polygamy
that was common in the day, which opened the door to jealousy, insecurity and almost constant conflict among his
wives. Jacob was also a passive parent, whose lack of involvement and leadership brought incredible pain and confusion
to his family. In the middle of this, Jacob loved Joseph more than his other brothers. He wasn’t afraid to show it. Yet,
Joseph wasn’t innocent in all of this either. There was that coat of many colors that his father had given him. He was
willing to wear it all the time in front of his brothers to show it off. Then there were those two dreams that Joseph had
that meant that his brothers would be bowing down to him.

Joseph was only 17 years old, when they couldn’t take it anymore. Some of the brothers wanted to kill Joseph. They
were eventually talked out of killing him by Reuben. Instead, they tossed him into a dry well. They took the coat of many
colors and tore in up and covered it with the blood of an animal. They sold him to slave traders, and they thought that
they would never have to deal with Joseph again. It would become the secret that they would have to keep for the next
22 years.

Yet, the Lord would continue to be with Joseph. It seemed like whatever he did, God blessed him. Moses tells us: “Now
Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the
guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.” (Genesis 39:1) It was a good job, and Joseph
became good at it, and had won the trust of Potiphar. Then comes the whole scene of Potiphar’s wife. After he is falsely
accused of committing adultery, he ends up in jail. But God is still with him again. “But while Joseph was there in the
prison, the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So,
the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done
there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him
success in whatever he did.” (Genesis 39:20-23) 13 years later, Joseph is released from prison so that he can
interpretate Pharoah’s dreams about a coming famine.

He would now find himself in the second of command in the nation of Egypt. “So, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put
you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s
finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his
second-in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus, he put him in charge of the whole land of
Egypt.” (Genesis 41:41-43) Look where Joseph finds himself after 13 years. He had gone from the bottom of being sold
as a slave by his brothers to being one of the most powerful men in the world that day.

It now was 22 years after his brothers sold him off for a slave. For 7 years, Egypt had a bumper crop. Under the blessing
of God and leadership of Joseph, a huge surplus of grain had been stored up. Egypt had more than enough for
themselves. They had so much that they were able to sell it to others in that area. Following those 7 years, a severe



famine had hit the land. People came from all over to buy grain. 2 years into the famine, Jacob and his sons were
running out of food. Jacob sends his sons to go to Egypt and buy grain because they knew that they had grain to sell.

Everyone who wished to buy grain had to go through Joseph. So, 22 years after being sold as a slave, Joseph’s brothers
show up in front of him. They do not recognize him. For 22 years, they pushed the guilt of what they had done as much
as they could into the back of their minds. As you read this whole account of Joseph in the book of Genesis, you can’t
help but think: If ever there was someone who had a reason for revenge, to hold on to a grudge, to refuse forgiveness —
Joseph certainly would have been that person, don’t you think? They had made his life miserable for so many years. Yet,
what happens after 22 years, that’s where our text for this morning picks up.

For 14 chapters in Genesis, God tells us the story of Joseph. Moses gives more attention to the story of Joseph than any
other character in the book of Genesis. Yet, this comes as no surprise, considering that the central theme of Joseph's
story is so closely tied to the central theme of the entire Bible. The story of Joseph shows how God overcomes evil with
good. The story of Joseph is the story of forgiveness!

Moses writes: “l am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they
were terrified at his presence.” As Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers, he first shares with them how God has
overcome their evil with good. God used their evil actions to bring Joseph to the position of power he now had. “Do not
be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me
ahead of you.” Every person in the story of Joseph has one giant flaw — sin. Yet, every person in the story of Joseph was
forgiven by a God who loves us dearly. The whole point of the story of Joseph is forgiveness. The whole purpose of Jesus
coming to this world is forgiveness. Yet, it doesn’t mean that it is always easy to forgive. We can’t do this by ourselves.
But with the love of Jesus forgiving us, may we forgive all those who have sinned against us and hurt us. May God help
all of us to forgive as he has forgiven us. Amen.



