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There are two perspectives on what happens when someone is tempted. The first is to see temptation as something 
pulling you toward what is wrong or harmful—likely the way most of us naturally think about it. However, another way 
to understand temptation is as something that pulls you away from what is good and right. This perspective might be 
especially helpful in considering our text this morning. In it, Satan's goal is clear: He is trying to lead Jesus away from the 
truth of who He is. Satan’s message is unmistakable — “You are not really who the Father says you are.” 
 
Luke sets the stage: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where 
for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.” 
Jesus had just left the Jordan River in which he had just been baptized. Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan 
and His temptations in the wilderness differs from those of Matthew and Mark. While Matthew and Mark transition 
directly from Jesus’ baptism to His temptations, Luke inserts a genealogy that traces Jesus’ lineage all the way back to 
Adam. Immediately after the Father’s declaration -- “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased”—Luke 
includes this genealogy, almost as if he wants to emphasize Jesus’ identity before recounting Jesus’ temptations. Satan’s 
goal is to pull Jesus away from the goodness of God, insisting, “You are not really who the Father says you are.” It’s much 
like an identity thief—stealing what is good and true and twisting it for evil purposes. 
 
When the Devil questioned Jesus’ identity, he was simply following his usual strategy. His challenge echoes the question 
he posed to Adam: “Did God really say…?” (Gen. 3:1). At first glance, these three temptations might seem unique to 
Jesus, unrelated to us. However, at their core, they are the same temptations the Devil has used to deceive humanity 
since the Garden of Eden. His primary attack is on the relationship between God and His children — “Are you really 
God’s child?” He tempts us by offering what we already have in Jesus: God’s providence, glory, and protection. The 
Devil’s tactic is to make his counterfeit promises seem more appealing than the true blessings God has already given us. 
 
Look at the temptations in our text: 

• “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” – God’s providence. 

• “I will give you all their authority and splendor…. If you worship me, it will all be yours.” – God’s glory. 

• “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here.” – God’s protection. 
 
When Jesus faced the Devil, he faced the same temptations we face. When he did, he crushed those temptations with 
the same obedience we were meant to have. Jesus did not use power or weapons that were unique to him. He went 
into the wilderness “full of the Holy Spirit,” the same Holy Spirit we received at our baptism. His weapon was the Word 
of God. It was the Word of God already written on the pages of Scripture, a weapon that we already possess. Yet, 
because of sin, we can not use it perfectly because we are not perfect. That’s why Jesus needed to come. He came to be 
the champion that we could never be.  
 
By God’s grace, we have a true Champion. He steps onto the battlefield against the Devil and emerges victorious. We 
see a foreshadowing of this in our first lesson. When David faced Goliath, he had no chance on his own. For 40 days, 
Goliath had mocked and challenged the relationship between Israel and its God. But the time had come for it to end. As 
David, the shepherd boy, walked out to confront Goliath, he declared: “I come against you in the name of the Lord 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, 
and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head.” With one stone, the giant Goliath was defeated.  
 
In our second lesson for this morning, the writer to the Hebrews speaks about the Champion that is ours in Jesus: “We 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne 
of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” In order to be 
our substitute, he must be one of us. Otherwise, his victory remains his alone and not ours. At the same time, he must 
be different from us. He must have an ability that we do not possess. He needed to be God to crush the Devil. Jesus did 
what we could never do. The victory that he won is our victory as well.  
 



There’s an old saying that floats around and says, “God helps those who help themselves.” It almost sounds like it should 
come from the Bible, but it doesn’t. When it comes to fighting temptations in our life, it is false – completely false. That’s 
because there is no one who can help themselves in defeating the Devil. We can’t do it. All we can do is lay down our 
weapons against him and admit defeat in the battle against his temptations. That is far from hopeless surrender. We lay 
down our arms only because we have a champion who enters the battle for us. We trust his promise that he will deliver 
us.  
 
Like Jesus, we continually face the threat of identity theft as the old evil foe tries to create doubts about who we are and 
how we are to live. “If you are the son of God… If you are the daughter of God… Did God really say?” We need God’s help 
to recognize that temptations are the Devil’s of trying to pull us away from our identity as children of God. That’s who 
you are. Your sins have been washed away by the waters of baptism. Your God has crushed the Devil’s head.  
 
Look at how Jesus defeats the Devil: You have a God who takes care of you: “‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” You 
have a God who encourages us: “‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” We don’t need the glory offered by 
the Devil. We have it in Jesus. We have a God who always protects us. We don’t need to worry about that. ‘Do not put 
the Lord your God to the test.’” May God help all of us to trust our mighty Champion – Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 


