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How do you help someone who does not want to be helped? We all know people that are like that. I think of the person 
who refuses to see a doctor when everyone else around them knows that he should go. It’s like the student who refuses 
to go to ask the teacher for extra help when he really could use it. It’s like the couple who really could use counseling, 
but they refuse to get it. It’s like the parent who knows that their wayward child could really use some help, but the child 
refuses to get any help. We all know people who need help, but don’t want to be helped. 
 
We see that in the words of our text this morning. Jesus was making his way through the towns of Galilee on his way to 
Jerusalem for the last time. But apparently, he wasn’t making that trip quickly enough for the liking of some. At that time 
some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 
Were they concerned about Jesus or not? Probably not. They most likely just wanted Jesus to move on. Whatever their 
motivation, Jesus knew their hearts and sent this message: “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and 
healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ In any case, I must press on today and 
tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” Nothing was going to stop Jesus from 
carrying out his mission in Jerusalem. Nothing was going to stop him from going to the cross. Nothing was going to stop 
him from rising from the dead in three days.  
 
Nothing was going to stop God from carrying out his plan that began in the Garden of Eden. God knew that mankind 
needed his help, but many people didn’t want his help. Perhaps, that is how you could describe the children of Israel. 
Jesus knew it. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed 
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.” Jesus is 
talking to God’s chosen people – the people he had delivered from Egypt. He had fed them in the wilderness. He had 
welcomed them into the Promised Land. He sent prophet after prophet to call them back, to remind them of his 
goodness. He called them to repentance again and again. He wanted to forgive them more than anything else. But they 
didn’t want to be helped. He knew what they needed, but they didn’t want his help. As a result, Jesus says: “Look, your 
house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.”  
 
When you look at this Gospel Lesson, it seems pretty straight forward. It really doesn’t seem like anything real special 
happened, right? No one was healed, no miracle performed, no profound teaching, right? Yet, this is a shining example 
that shows just how deep love of Jesus is. Jesus was told by the Pharisees to move on. As Jesus would move on to 
Jerusalem on his time table, it was going to get worse. Just as they had killed prophets before, they would kill Jesus. They 
did not want his help, but he would keep going. He knew what lay ahead of him, and he kept going. Nothing or no one 
was going to stop him. Even if they didn’t want his help, he was going to help this world anyway. Nothing was going to 
stop him from reaching his goal. His goal? Saving you! 
 
He does it again and again for us, doesn’t he? He looks into our hearts, and sees that sin-darkened heart. He sees that we 
need his help, but our sinful doesn’t want to be helped. Yet, what does he continue to do? He loves us. He changes that 
heart. He gathers us together as His people. He gathers us together beneath the cross to forgive us. He gathers us 
together at his table, to feed us with his body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus never stops loving us.  
 
The picture that Jesus was using in our text wasn’t just for the children of Israel, it is for you and me as well. “How often I 
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.” Think about that picture 
this way. There’s a forest fire. After the fire has been knocked down pretty good be the efforts of the fire fighters. They 
are now working they’re way back through the burned-out woods to put out the hot spots. So, they would turn logs over 
by kicking them with their boots to see if there are hot spots under that log that needs to be extinguished. One of those 
fire fighters come upon a bird that was badly burned and had died. As he turns the body of the bird over, he sees 
something remarkable. Underneath the one bird comes out from under her several little birds that were still alive. That 
mother had done the same thing that Jesus says in these words. She had spread her wings over her children so that they 
could live. Jesus spreads his wings over you and me so that we might live. He gives his life so that we might live. This 
season of Lent reminds us all that Jesus has done for us – people who could not help themselves.   



Two battleships had been out at sea for a month of training. The weather became terrible. They hadn't seen each other’s 
ship for days. The waves were high the visibility was next to nothing when a watchman called out in the middle of the 
night: there's a light on a starboard bow were going to collide the captain immediately said send this message: change 
your course 20 degrees. They received a signal back: change your course 20 degrees. The captain was furious he said 
send this message: I am the captain on a battleship change your course immediately. The signal came back: I am in the 
lighthouse at the end of a rocky pier. The battleship changed its course. For if the battleship had not changed its course, it 
would have been severely damaged as it crashed into the rocks. 
 
Jesus changes the course of people’s hearts. He helps those who cannot help themselves. He wanted to change the 
people of Israel, but they rejected his help. May we give thanks that God has changed the course of your heart and mine. 
May he continue to change the course of many more people in this world. In Jesus’ name, we ask it. Amen. 
 
 


