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Why Lord? It’s a question that gets asked when a person’s heart is broken, dreams are shattered or bad news is received.
We like to try and connect the dots. Something bad happens to someone, and we can’t help but wonder about the
cause. We might not say it out loud, but we think it at times, don’t we? They must have been guilty of something. God
must be punishing them. It’s a question that many faithful people have wrestled with, including Job, David, and even the
apostles. Perhaps, it is a question that you have wrestled with in your life. Is God getting even with me for something |
did? Life feels that way at times, doesn’t it? We experience events — some joyful, some painful —and we try to make
sense of them as we try to understand why things happen the way they do. Why does God allow tragedies happen all
around the world? Every day there seems to be acts of nature like earthquakes, fires or storms. Sometimes, that why
guestion hits home, doesn’t it? How do you feel when it happens to you? To your family? At your work place? The really
hard part sometimes is waiting for the answer from God.

Some people during Jesus’ day were also asking Jesus the same question — Why? The Pharisees had taught that bad
things just don’t happen to good people. You must have done something wrong and God is punishing you, if bad things
are happening to someone.

Our text begins: “Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans because they suffered this way? | tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those
eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others
living in Jerusalem?”

Jesus takes 2 events that must have been headline news for the Judeans who were asking the question. The Judeans
lived in the southern part of Israel. The first event — some Galileans had been slaughtered by Pontius Pilate while they
were worshiping in church. It must have been so bad that their blood ran together with the blood of the animals that
were being sacrificed in the temple. They must have done something really bad if Pilate was willing to retaliate against
them in the public like this. The Judeans (people in the south) and the Galileans (people in the north) didn’t really like
each other. Maybe, they thought that the Galileans were worse sinners. They must have really had it coming.

To counter their thinking, Jesus gives them an example: “Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on
them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?” In other words, if you think that the
Galileans were worse sinners, then what do you do with the example of the second event that Jesus describes? If you
think God was punishing those people in the north through tragedies, what happens with the people in the south who
died in a tragedy as well?

They wanted to know why does evil exist in the world. They really weren’t looking for Jesus to give them an answer. They
already had the answer in their own head. If bad things are happening to you, then God must be punishing you for
something you did. It only makes sense that is the case. As Jesus answers their question, Jesus wants to make it real clear
that when acts of evil (actions of Pilate) happen or accidents (tower in Siloam) happen, God is not punishing people.
That’s not how God acts.

Jesus gives them an answer that they were not expecting, though. “I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all
perish..... | tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” We live in a world that is broken because of sin.
Yet, there is a time coming when this brokenness of sin will go away. There is a time coming when this world will be
judged and its brokenness will be removed. Instead, Jesus uses their question as an opportunity to call people to
repentance. He doesn’t explain every tragedy, instead he calls them to repentance and shows them God’s incredible
patience.

Sometimes, we want instant answers when things don’t make sense. Jesus teaches that instead of trying to connect all
the dots ourselves, we should trust in God’s plan and use every moment as an opportunity to turn to Him. Just as a
gardener patiently waits for a tree to bear fruit, God is patient with us, giving us time to repent and grow in faith.



“Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not
find any. So, he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit
on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ “/Sir, the man replied, ‘leave it
alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.”

Who are these people in the parable? The owner of the vineyard is God the Father. The caretaker is Jesus. We are the
trees. Jesus’ point is simple: Repent. Turn from sin and turn to me. He says to each of us: take everything about you that
is wrong, bring it to me, and let me give you everything that | have and have done for you. Jesus calls us to take our sin
and give it to him and let him give us forgiveness. Jesus’ call to repentance should not be a call of terror. It should be like
the call of a doctor who says: come to me, and let me give you the medicine that will make you better. This is a call of
Jesus’ love. It is with Jesus that we will face the tragedies in life. It is with Jesus that we will get through any tragedy that
we might face in the future.

Look at the love the caretaker has for us. “‘Sir, the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it
and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down."” Jesus’ parable tells us just how patient our God
is. God must get frustrated with us so many times. He’s told us what to do and we don’t. Yet, Jesus says that he will do
whatever is necessary for us to live with him. He will care for us. He will fertilize us. He will do whatever it takes to care
for us. He will do whatever it takes to assure us that our sins are forgiven in him. That’s the love that Jesus has for each of
us. May that love be with you in every tragedy that you might face. Amen.



