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Living in a small town can feel very different from living in a big city. The experience varies depending on the place, but 
there are some common things people notice. Smaller towns usually move at a slower pace. There is less traffic and 
fewer crowds. People often will take more time to talk and socialize with one another. Daily life can feel more relaxed 
and less rushed. It can feel more peaceful.  
 
Small towns tend to be a much greater tight-knit community. People often know their neighbors. There are fairs, 
parades, sports games that can bring people together. Business may recognize their regular customers. It can create a 
feeling of belonging and supporter one another.  
 
But small towns can be very lonely as well. If you are not part of that close community, it can feel like you don’t belong. 
You may be looked down upon by others – whether fairly or unfairly. Maybe you’ve done something to bring shame 
upon yourself. Maybe you feel guilt before God. That was probably the case with this woman in our text. In small towns, 
not only does everyone how you are. You know what they do and what they’re like. You eat at the same restaurants. You 
go to the same places to have fun. It’s much harder to live as just another number.  
 
Small towns like the one in our text today have a way of being unforgiving. It’s not just that you know everybody; it’s that 
they know almost everything about you. As soon as that happens, the whole town hears about you. Not only do they 
hear about you, they also talk about you. In towns like that, there’s always a place where everyone gets together to talk 
about things like that. Maybe it’s where they shop or eat or drink. 
 
In this town, they talked about a woman and her string of bad relationships. Maybe she thought that all the talk around 
town didn’t bother her, but it must have. She stopped going to the places where they got together and talked. Why give 
them more material? It seems that she retreated from life in that little town.  
 
John writes: “So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone 
into the town to buy food.)”  
 
Her life must have felt so empty. Everyday she had to go to the well to get water. But she made sure to go when no one 
was there. All the ladies came to gossip and gab at about 6:00 pm. She got her stuff together and went a noon. 
Depending on the time of the year, it could be 120 degrees at noon. (One of the reasons that everyone came at 6pm 
when it was cooler.) The well might have been over 100 feet deep. So, it would mean more work to draw up the water 
from that depth in the hottest time of the year. No one would be there at noon, and so much the better.  
 
So, when she got there, she was surprised to see Jesus. This was a stranger in town. He looked right at her and said, “Will 
you give me a drink?” This man was different. “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) He didn’t care that society told him not to talk to anyone of her 
nationality. She was a Samaritan. No one had told this man to not talk with a woman. He didn’t care that the gossipers of 
this town would tell him to stay away from her. He said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” The woman in our text probably did not expect much from her 
trip to the well that day, but Jesus did. Jesus planned to meet her. Jesus planned to quench her thirst by providing for her 
forgiveness, community, and restoration. 
 
She was thirsty, but she had set her sights too low when she said to Jesus: “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get 
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” All she hoped for was a solution to her social problem, but she 
now found herself face-to-face with a man who was the solution to all her problems. Jesus came to her living water, that 
wells up to eternal life. Living is what happens when the Lord is among his people. This was exactly where Jesus needed 
to be that day.  
 



This woman needed to see her sin, so that he could make her whole again. So, Jesus said to her: “Go, call your husband 
and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 
husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just 
said is quite true.” Ouch! Jesus did not want to drive this woman away from him. In fact, he wanted to do the exact 
opposite. He had come to save the world. He had come to save her. He had come to call her to faith. He had come to 
assure her that her sins were forgiven.  
 
For once in her life, this woman finally meets a man who gives rather than takes and what He gives makes her a child of 
God. The honor she finds in Jesus frees her to speak in hope of the Messiah. The life she finds in Jesus is a gift that will 
never go away. Jesus opens the floodgates on this woman as he is sitting near the well. He pours the water of life on her 
and reveals to her his identity – the Messiah is the one speaking to her. This Samaritan woman had nothing to offer 
Jesus. Yet, Jesus had everything to offer her. 
 
The Apostle Paul speaks about that in our second lesson today. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Jesus gave his life for all those who have nothing to give. 
We all have the same problem as this Samaritan woman. We may not all be guilty from the same sins she did, but we are 
sinners in need of living water to wash our sins away. We are like people dying of thirst who could not help ourselves. 
Then God brings us water that wells up to eternal life.  
 
We don’t need to live in a small town for God to see and know everything about us. Yet, even though he sees our sins, he 
forgives. He does not destroy us, but he restores us. He provides living water for thirsty souls. Trust his words: “whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” Amen. 
 
 
 


