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He couldn’t imagine being forgiven for what he had done. He could hope for it, but he really didn’t think his father would
forgive him. He had been so reckless with his life. If he had a chance of having a relationship with his father, the best he
could hope for was simply being a hired hand. Any food would be better than he could buy right now. Even the slop for
the pigs would be okay. There was no way that he could imagine the reception he would receive from his father. He
never have imagined his father smiling at him again.

Sometimes, a father’s love doesn’t make any sense. The one son expected to find a father who was disappointed in what
he had done. The other son was angry with his father. He didn’t understand why his father wanted to throw a party for
his brother. He wanted to see his brother suffer. After all, his brother was the black sheep of the family. He stayed with
his father and worked as hard as he could. If there was anyone who deserved a party, it was him. He didn’t even want to
see his brother or his father.

We can probably identify with either of these two sons. It’s harder for us to identify with the father in our Gospel
Lesson. How could he love both of his sons so much after what they had done? He was the perfect father. If you ever
wanted to see what Grace looks like, look at the father in our parable this morning. Grace looks like a father who first of
all grants a son’s foolish request. This son should have lost his place in the family. Grace also looks like the father who
reaches out to a son who angry about the grace that his father had shown to his brother. The father’s love for his
children had no limits.

The Apostle Paul knew how that love felt for him. How could God love him after all that he had done to hurt him. He had
tried to destroy the Christian church. There was no way God could love him. After all, he was the chief of sinners. Yet,
that didn’t stop His Heavenly Father from loving him. He knew what it now meant to be a part of the family of God.
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of
the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”

What’s it like in this family of God? God is the perfect father. Yet, as that perfect father he expects perfection from his
children. Jesus is clear: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt. 5:48) He has set a standard that
is impossible for us to keep. He expects us to keep the law perfectly. The Apostle talks about that when he writes: “For
what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
God’s law was good. He gave it out of love so that we may reflect his love back to him. But because of our condition,
because of our inability to stop sinning, it makes the law powerless to do what it was supposed to do. It drags us down
into sin. We don’t deserve to be part of God’s family.

And yet, we are part of his family. Our heavenly Father welcomes us with open arms. Why? He offered up his Son as the
perfect sacrifice. He offered up his Son for people who are rebellious, foolish and filled with anger. There are times that
we know those words of Paul well. “Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh
is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot
please God.”

The Son of God took on flesh. He carried the sins of the world on his back on that cross. The penalty for sin still had to be
paid. God’s demand of perfection still had to be met. He knew that we couldn’t pay for it. Therefore, he comes to us on
Good Friday and gives his life and paid the ransom for sin. Jesus took the blame for us. He paid the sentence for us. The
resurrection on Easter Sunday is the proof that the payment was made.



God'’s grace is at work in you. His grace changes how we live our lives. The truth is that we will all die. So, don’t live your
life out of fear. Don’t waste time worrying about death. At some point, its gonna happen. Live the life that God has given
you. Live in the forgiveness that Christ has poured out over you. “You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but
are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness.”

Paul says to us: Stop worrying about just surviving as a Christian. Stop looking over your shoulder as if God is always
ready to smack you down like an overbearing father. You have died to the demands of the law in Jesus. Christ fulfilled
them! You are forgiven and you are free to go forward! More than that, you will rise again from the dead! You will live
eternally. This will all happen because “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” We are part
of God'’s family. We have the perfect father who shows us perfect love. May we treasure the words of Jesus: “But we
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.””
Amen.



