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How many people would bend over to pick a penny off the ground? Informal surveys have shown that fewer people are 
willing to bend over for a penny than for higher-value coins. Here is a rough breakdown: 
 

• Penny: only about 25-35% would bother picking up the penny. 

• Nickel or Dime: That jumps up to around 50-60% 

• Quarter: Over 75% of people would go for it. 

• Dollar or more: Nearly everyone would grab; some may even be willing to dive for it. 
 
What about you? The value you place on a penny determines whether you pick it up, right? Perhaps that’s the very 
question our text presents today—how much does one value Jesus? Today, we will see how much God the Father values 
Jesus. He sends his greatest Treasure into the world. Many will treat Jesus as worthless, like trash to be discarded or a 
troublemaker to be eliminated. Yet, in Jesus, we will see the precious cornerstone chosen by God to build his house—his 
Church. 
 
It was Tuesday of Holy Week as Jesus tells this parable. “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went 
away for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He sent another servant, but that one also they 
beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him 
out.”  
 
I think the most surprising character in this parable is the landowner. He’s the one who seems to make the least sense. 
This wasn’t some careless experiment where he tossed a few vines into the ground to see what might happen. According 
to Matthew’s account, Jesus describes a landowner who was deeply invested in his vineyard—he wanted it to thrive. No 
expense would be spared. He rolled up his sleeves and went to work. He planted his vines in the finest soil. He built a 
protective wall around it. He even carved out a winepress in the rocky ground and constructed a watchtower to keep it 
secure. Then, once everything was prepared, he leased the vineyard to some tenants to care for it—and went away for a 
long time. 
 
Finally, the time came for the owner to get his share of the fruit according to the lease that he had made with him. “At 
harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated 
shamefully and sent away empty-handed. He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.” Some 
people just never seem to learn, right? Like the student who keeps talking in class, no matter how many times they’re 
reminded. Or the husband or wife who repeatedly makes the same mistake in their marriage. Or the person who jumps 
from one get-rich-quick scheme to another, never realizing it doesn’t work that way. The list could go on and on with 
countless examples. 
 
Why would the landowner act like this? He sends his first servant to collect his share of the fruit—but the servant gets 
beaten and sent back empty-handed. Maybe we can understand giving it another try, so he sends a second servant. 
Same outcome. Then a third—again, the same result. So why in the world would he send his son? It doesn’t take much 
thought to realize how that was likely to end. Anyone could see the danger. Anyone could see what would happen next.  
“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect 
him.’ “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ So, they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” 
 
For thousands of years, God had lovingly cared for his vineyard—his people. He nourished them with his Word. He sent 
prophet after prophet, calling them back to himself. From his watchtower, he watched over them with patience and 
grace. He gave them his very best. And finally, he sent his Son. And what did they do? They killed him. 
 



The people in Jesus’ day knew exactly what he was saying. They had repeatedly rejected him—and still, he continued to 
love them. Jesus wanted them to understand that even this rejection was part of God's greater plan. Here he stands 
before them, offering one final warning, longing for them to trust him. 
 
Jesus was about to do the unthinkable—build his Church on the cornerstone of himself and his crucifixion. This wasn’t a 
new message for the people. He was about to pay the ultimate price for the world by shedding his own blood. And he 
would do it all for one reason: because God loved them. Jesus is: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone’?  
 
It is that cornerstone of Jesus that changes lives as Paul stated in our second lesson today. “What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of 
faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.” 
 
Everyone dreams of finding treasure. For some, their dreams come true. For others, it doesn’t. We have true treasure in 
Jesus. Others may consider Jesus to be garbage. Yet, what we have in Jesus is more precious than anything in this world. 
For in Christ, God has done great things for us. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


