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People in Menasha, Wisconsin, had only about three to five minutes of advance warning before the destructive EF3 
tornado struck on July 27, 2026. The National Weather Service issued its initial "Particularly Dangerous Situation" tornado 
warning at 11:59 a.m. CDT. The fast-moving storm reached Menasha around 12:04 p.m., racing southeast at 40 mph with 
winds estimated at 140 mph. In less than 20 minutes, the tornado had passed and dissipated over Lake Winnebago. 

As you look at the images, it's difficult to imagine what the people who survived that storm experienced. The fear they 
felt as the tornado roared through their community must have been overwhelming. And after it was over, many were left 
to face the devastation around them. 

The storm the disciples encountered in our text must have been just as terrifying, especially when you consider everything 
that had happened earlier that day. Jesus had performed one of his most remarkable miracles up to that point. He had 
been traveling throughout the region, and thousands of people were following Him. That day, the crowds had stayed with 
Him so long that they had not stopped to eat. As evening approached, Jesus turned to His disciples and said, "You give 
them something to eat." With only five small loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus fed more than 5,000 people. (We'll hear 
more about that miracle next week.) As the day came to a close, Jesus went up on a mountainside to pray to His Father, 
while He instructed His disciples to continue across the Sea of Galilee. 

Even though it was getting close to dark when they set out, that didn't concern most of these men. Several of them had 
spent years as professional fishermen before Jesus called them to be His disciples. Crossing the Sea of Galilee was 
something they had done countless times. But this trip would become one they would never forget. Matthew tells us, 
"Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the 
waves because the wind was against it."  

Normally, crossing the Sea of Galilee took about an hour. But not this night. Nearly nine hours later, the disciples were still 
in the middle of the lake, making little progress against the fierce wind. Every stroke of the oars drained what little strength 
they had left. I can relate in a small way. A few years ago, we went kayaking at Pictured Rocks. The waves were too rough 
for our planned route, so we paddled across a nearby bay instead. Even that short trip became exhausting. My arms grew 
tired, and so did my patience. But we were only out for a short time. The disciples had been battling the wind and waves 
for nearly nine hours. They were completely worn out. 

What storm are you facing today? What keeps you awake at night? Jesus promises to rule over all creation, to be with us 
in every trial, and to provide for all our needs. Yet when the storm rages, those promises can be hard to see. Like the 
disciples, fear can replace faith. But Jesus never lost sight of them. At just the right time, Matthew tells us, "Shortly before 
dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake." 

Why did Jesus come walking on the water? He could have appeared instantly in the boat. He could have flown through 
the air or calmed the storm from the shore. Instead, He walked across the very waves that had terrified His disciples. The 
water they feared, the waves that seemed powerful enough to swallow them, were completely under His feet. What 
overwhelmed the disciples was no obstacle to their Lord. 

Mark includes one fascinating detail: "He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. 
Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them" (Mark 6:48). "He was 
about to pass by them." Can you imagine that scene? The disciples are exhausted, struggling to make any headway, while 
Jesus calmly walks across the water as though it were a quiet path. It's almost as if He is saying, "Why are you so afraid? I 
have complete authority over this storm. I'll meet you on the other side." 

Of course, Jesus wasn't abandoning them. He was revealing something far greater. By walking on the sea, He was showing 
them that the One who came to save them was none other than the Lord of creation itself. The storm that threatened 
them was completely under His control. And the same is true for every storm we face. Nothing that overwhelms us is ever 
beyond the power of our Savior. 



Jesus says the same thing to us today. Whatever storm you are facing, it is not beyond His power. He walks on the waters 
of cancer. He walks on the waters of financial struggles and broken relationships. He walks on the waters of disease, grief, 
and even death itself. Nothing is outside His control. Nothing is too great for the One who rules over heaven and earth. 
When we see that Jesus has authority over our greatest fears, it changes the way we face them. 

At first, however, the disciples didn't recognize Him. Matthew writes, "When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 
they were terrified. 'It's a ghost,' they said, and cried out in fear." Imagine that moment. After hours of battling the wind 
and waves, they looked up only to see what they thought was another reason to be afraid. But Jesus immediately calmed 
their fears: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." Everything changed the moment they realized it was Jesus. Peter 
answered, "Lord, if it's you, tell me to come to you on the water." Jesus replied with one simple word: "Come." Then 
Peter climbed out of the boat, walked on the water, and came toward Jesus.” 

For those few remarkable moments, Peter displayed a simple, childlike faith. He took Jesus at His word. He stepped out 
of the safety of the boat and onto the surface of the sea. Can you imagine what that must have felt like? With each step, 
he was doing the impossible. The water that had threatened to swallow the boat now held him up because Jesus had 
commanded him to come. What a beautiful picture of faith. Faith is not confidence in ourselves; it is confidence in Jesus. 
Peter could walk on water only because his eyes—and his trust—were fixed on the One who has authority over the wind, 
the waves, and every fear that threatens us. 

But then something happened that is all too familiar. Doubt began to crowd out faith. Even though Jesus was standing 
right there on the water, Peter took his eyes off his Savior and focused instead on the wind and the waves. Matthew 
writes, "But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 'Lord, save me!'" How often doesn't 
that happen to us? What pulls your eyes away from Jesus? Is it a frightening diagnosis? Financial pressure? Family 
struggles? Worry about the future? Guilt over past sins? Instead of focusing on Christ's promises, we become consumed 
by the storm around us. Fear grows, and faith begins to falter.  

When Peter realized he was sinking, he knew exactly where to turn. He cried out, "Lord, save me!" And Jesus did. Matthew 
says, "Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him." Jesus didn't hesitate. He lifted Peter up, even though 
his faith had faltered. The same is true for us.  
 

Many things pull our eyes away from Jesus. Everyday last week, I drove past 
this intersection. How are you supposed to read all those signs? Yet, that is 
sometimes how life looks. Then we need to remember that God calls us back 
through His Word. And when our faith grows weak, we pray Peter's simple 
prayer: "Lord, save me!" Jesus never ignores that prayer.  
 
How can we be sure? Look to the cross. There Jesus proved His love by 
carrying our sins, defeating death, and winning our salvation. The hands 
stretched out on the cross are the same hands that reach down to lift us up 

in life's storms.  
Jesus still wasn't finished that day. “When He climbed into the boat, the wind immediately died down, and the disciples 
worshiped Him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." John adds one final detail: "Immediately the boat reached the 
shore where they were heading" (John 6:21). The Savior who brought His disciples safely through the storm will also bring 
us safely to our eternal shore. May God keep our eyes fixed on Jesus today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


