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How good is your memory? Some people seem to remember everything. They can tell you what they ate for dinner three
weeks ago, the score of a football game from twenty years ago, or the name of a classmate they haven't seen since high
school. Others of us walk into a room and forget why we entered that room.

What's interesting is that we often have a knack for remembering the things we'd rather forget. We remember hurtful
words spoken years ago. We replay failures and embarrassing moments in our minds. We recall sins from long ago and
wonder whether God could really have forgiven them. We remember the labels others have placed on us: "Failure.”
"Disappointment.” "Not good enough." If you've ever struggled with memories like that, you're in good company.

Moses never forgot his past. As a younger man, he was passionate about helping his fellow Israelites. In fact, he was
willing to kill for the cause. But his attempt to act as their deliverer ended in failure when he killed an Egyptian and
became a wanted man. Fearing the consequences he would face in Pharaoh's court, Moses fled into the wilderness,
where he spent the next forty years tending sheep.

When God finally appeared to him and called him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, Moses could not get past his past.
He looked at his failures, his mistakes, and the years he had spent in exile. So, he responded, “Who am | that | should go
to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” In Moses' mind, he was a washed-up failure. How could God possibly
use someone like him?

The Apostle Paul never forgot his past either. He remembered all too well that he had been an enemy of Jesus and a
fierce persecutor of the Christian Church. He had devoted himself to destroying the faith, arresting Christians, and
approving of their punishment. He oversaw the destruction of the Christian Church in Jerusalem. He had reduced the
Church from tens of thousands to a handful people. Even years later, Paul described himself as “the worst of sinners.”

Yet Paul was not defined by his past. What amazed him was the mercy he had received. He marveled that God would
forgive someone like him and even use him to spread the gospel. That is why he wrote, “l was shown mercy so that in
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe
in him and receive eternal life.” Paul never forgot what he had done, but he never stopped marveling at the grace that
was greater than all his sins.

Matthew knew exactly what that felt like. Before Jesus called him to be a disciple, he was known as a tax collector. In the
eyes of his fellow Jews, that label carried a lot of baggage. Tax collectors were viewed as traitors who worked for the
Romans, sinners who put their own interests ahead of their people, and outcasts who were unwelcome in respectable
society. If people thought about Matthew, they didn't see potential or promise. They saw his past. They remembered his
reputation. They remembered all the reasons they believed he didn't belong.

Imagine that every place you went today had a security camera. Every word you spoke, every action you took, every
interaction you had was recorded. Now imagine that tonight someone sat down and edited all of that footage into a
single video of your day. Most of us would be uncomfortable showing parts of that video to others. But there would
probably be moments we'd rather delete. The impatient comment. The harsh thought. The selfish decision. The
opportunity to help someone that we ignored. The grumbling. The worry. The pride. Now imagine that instead of a
video, God kept a written checklist of every sinful thought, every sinful word, and every sinful action. Not just from today,
but from every day of your life. Maybe we could feel like the Psalmist who wrote: “If you, Lord, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?”

The three men in our readings today never forgot their past. Moses remembered his failure in Egypt. Paul remembered
his persecution of the Church. Matthew remembered the reputation that followed him everywhere he went. There are
things in our own past that we may never completely forget either. Certain sins, failures, and regrets have a way of
lingering in our memories.



But the good news is that Jesus does not deal with by remembering our sins. He deals with us by forgetting our sins.

He does not define us by our failures. He comes with mercy. He comes with forgiveness. He comes with grace. Jesus said,
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”
For | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

That is exactly what He did for Matthew. Jesus walked up to a man everyone else had written off, a man known more for
his failures than his potential, and simply said, “Follow me.” Jesus did not see Matthew as others saw him. He saw a
forgiven sinner, a redeemed child of God, and a disciple who would be used for God's kingdom. The same Jesus who
called Matthew says the same thing to us. He does not hold our past against us. He forgives our sins, remembers them
no more, and invites us to follow Him.

When Matthew arrived at his tax collector's booth that morning, he expected another ordinary day—and another round
of disapproving looks from the people around him. Then Jesus came walking toward him. What was Matthew thinking?
"Is He going to condemn me like everyone else? Is He going to remind me of all my sins?" Instead, Jesus showed him
mercy. He knew Matthew's past, his failures, and his sins, yet He did not turn away. Looking at him with love and grace,
Jesus spoke two words that changed his life forever: "Follow me."

When Jesus walked past Matthew's tax collector's booth, He didn't see a man defined by his past. He saw someone He
had come to save. Instead of rejecting Matthew because of his sins, Jesus came to forgive them. With two simple
words—"Follow me"—He changed Matthew's life forever.

That same Jesus does the same for us. The sins we regret, the mistakes we wish we could erase, God has forgiven
through Christ. He says, "l will remember their sins no more." Not because He cannot remember them, but because He
no longer holds them against us. Through Jesus, our sins are forgiven, our guilt is gone, and we stand before God as His
dearly loved children.

Why does God choose not to remember our sins? That's the heart of the Gospel. At the cross, Jesus took the entire list of
our sins upon Himself. Every sinful thought, every hurtful word, every selfish action, every failure—He carried them all.
The Apostle Paul writes: "When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against
us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross." (Colossians 2:13-14)

Have you ever looked at a credit card statement and realized how long it would take to pay off the balance by making
only the minimum payment? The debt just keeps hanging over you. Imagine if that were how God dealt with our sins.
We would never catch up because every day would add more debt. But that's not how God works. Through Jesus, the
debt has been canceled. The balance has been paid in full. That's why God says through Jeremiah, "I will forgive their
wickedness and will remember their sins no more." Think about that. God chooses not to hold our sins against us. His
forgiveness is complete. He forgets what we cannot forget and no longer counts our sins against us because of Christ.

How good is your memory? Mine isn't always the best—at least that's what my wife tells me. Yet it's interesting what we
remember. We often hold on to hurts, failures, and sins far longer than we should. But God is different. While we
remember our sins, He points us to the cross and says, "Paid in full." While we struggle to forgive ourselves, He declares
us forgiven. What a comfort it is to know that God remembers our sins no more. May that truth fill us with peace and joy
in Christ. Amen.



