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The town was called Nain—a name that means Beautiful in Hebrew. But on this particular day, something deeply
sorrowful had taken place. Two groups of people were approaching each other on the road. One was led by Jesus,
accompanied by his disciples and a large crowd. The other was a funeral procession, led by a heartbroken mother
mourning the death of her only son. A large group of mourners followed behind her. As if her loss weren’t already
devastating, she was also a widow. Two crowds, moving in opposite directions. One followed a coffin, carried by a
woman who had lost everything. The other followed the Lord of Life, who had everything to give.

People naturally resist the idea of dying. We want to live—and not just exist—but truly live life to the fullest. That desire
is built into us, because human beings were not created to die. Death only entered the world after sin did. And now that
death is part of this world, it’s something every one of us will face. There’s nothing we can do to avoid it. So how could
Paul say in today’s second lesson, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)? He could say that
because he knew the truth of the Resurrection. Paul understood that Jesus had conquered death. Without Christ’s
resurrection, death would still have power over us—and we would have every reason to fear it. When a person dies,
death says that everything that you have worked for in life, that everything that you have wanted to do in life, and
everything that you have done comes down to nothing. Everything that was yours is gone. Yet, in Christ, everything
changes. But because Jesus rose, death does not win. Jesus does. And so do we.

In the town of Zarephath, there lived a woman—a widow—struggling to survive during a time of severe drought and
famine. She had very little left for herself and her son. God sent the prophet Elijah to her. When Elijah arrived, he asked
her, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so | may have a drink... and a piece of bread?” (1 Kings 17:10). She
agreed, but also shared the desperate reality she was facing: “As surely as the Lord your God lives, | don’t have any
bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. | am gathering a few sticks to take home and make
a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die” (1 Kings 17:12).

The story in 1 Kings continues: “Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a
small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son.
For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry
until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.”” (1 Kings 17:13-14) Then the unthinkable happens. The son dies. The
mother, who was filled with grief, says to Elijah: “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind
me of my sin and kill my son?” From all appearances, death won.

However, God would have the last word. “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to
the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. Then he cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have you
brought tragedy even on this widow | am staying with, by causing her son to die?” Then he stretched himself out on
the boy three times and cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” The Lord heard Elijah’s
cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. Elijah picked up the child and carried him down from the room
into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” Death lost. God won.

One word from God and death is stopped in its tracks. Jesus’ heart goes out to this mother and son from Nain. He says:
“Don’t Cry.” Jesus’ words are more than just trying to cheer her up. He knew what he was about to do. “Then he went
up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, | say to you, get
up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” | wonder what it must have been
like for that son. He opened his eyes as he was looking up to the sky. He sat up and looked around at the crowd that was
surrounding him. He recognized some. There was his neighbor. There was the town baker. There was his mother. There
was a man holding him by the hand helping to get out of a coffin. As he stands up, the crowd erupts into cheers and
praise. When Jesus speaks, death is stopped in its tracks. Death lost. God won.

The same is true for us. Death is not the victor. Our God has defeated death. That means you now get to live for as many
days as God grants you here on earth, but even more, forever in heaven. That means that all your sins are forgiven.
Death has no power over you. Jesus stops death dead in its tracks, which means the not only do you have a certain hope



for heaven, it means that you now live your life with death already behind you. We don’t have to worry about what
death will bring us. We will not be defeated because Jesus was not defeated. In the waters of your baptism, you have
been crucified with Christ, buried with him, raised to new life, and seated with him in the heavenly realms. Through his
Word, God assures us that heaven is won. Death cannot defeat you.

The people standing outside the city of Nain that day saw a man who was greater than the prophet Elijah. This is the God
moves the Apostle Paul to say: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” Even though some may not have fully
understood who was standing in front of them, Jesus was there showing them who He was. This was God who can raise
the dead to life. This is God who can take even the awful things in this world, and work them out for his God. This is a
God who loves us so much that not only can he raise the dead, he can also give his life to save yours on the cross. We
may not always understand how God works. One thing is true, God is a God who is for you. Trust him. He will not fail you.
“God has come to help his people.” Amen.



