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Back in 1953, a team of chemists was trying to develop a product that would keep metal from rusting. They failed once.
They failed twice. In fact, they failed 39 times. But on the 40th attempt, they finally got it right. That's where the name
comes from: Water Displacement, 40th Formula.

From that moment on, the company made an unusual decision. They never patented the formula. Why? Because a patent
eventually becomes public. Instead, they wrote the formula by hand, stored it in a vault, and allowed only a select few
people to know its contents. For years, even the company's CEO didn't know the formula. Competitors spent millions of
dollars trying to duplicate it, but no one could produce an exact match. We may not know how it works, but | bet almost
everyone here this morning has a can of it in your house. Why? Because it works.

Planting seed by hand seems magical when it works. In your hand you hold a dry and lifeless seed. You throw it into the
earth, hoping for growth from what seems dead. But under the ground, the process of life begins. The seed germinates
and sprouts and begins to reach towards the sun. Even if we may not know how it works, we know it does. But unlike the
creators of WD-40, we know the “secret” formula for planting the Gospel in the hearts of people so that the seed of faith
grows into eternal life. God sends us out with a book that is 2,000 years old in our hand to change the hearts of people.

In our readings for this morning, he wants to teach us about how some things work in the kingdom of God. He hasn’t
revealed the truth of the Gospel to only a select few people. He has openly revealed it to the world. The Gospel is the very
means by which the Holy Spirit creates faith. We may not always understand how God changes a person’s heart or when
he will do. That work belongs to him alone. But we do know what He uses to do it. He uses his Word.

When a farmer heads into the field to plant, he does so in faith. He cannot see the harvest yet. He scatters the seed,
trusting that it will do what seed is meant to do. In our Gospel for today, Jesus says: "A farmer went out to sow his seed.
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.
Whoever has ears, let them hear."

When we hear this parable, it's easy to focus on the different kinds of soil. We ask, "Which soil am I?" But today, let's shift
our attention from the soil to the seed. The remarkable thing about this parable is the power of the seed—the Word of
God. Like the rain and snow that fall from heaven, God's Word goes wherever He sends it and always accomplishes His
purpose. It never returns to Him empty.

The Word of God will do some pretty amazing things. The prophet Isaiah speaks about that when he wrote: “As the rain
and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and
flourish, so that it yields seed for the Sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” Look at how that
seed has grown in your hearts. For some, that was done when the water of baptism was poured over your head. For some,
that may have been when a parent or grandparent spoke the promises of God to you. He promises us that it will grow. All
by itself, the soil will produce a plant. All by itself, the Gospel will plant a seed in your heart.

We do not have a small God. We have a God who knows us completely. He looks into our hearts and sees what no one else
can see. He knows every fear, every failure, every hidden sin. Yet He loves us anyway. He welcomes us with open arms,
showing us a love unlike any other. Through Jesus, He washes away our sins so completely that He no longer holds them
against us.

What is even more amazing is that God chooses to use forgiven sinners like you and me to bring that same message of
forgiveness to others. How can He do that? Because His saving work does not depend on our ability or our persuasiveness.
It depends on His Word.



Isaiah reminds us that God's plans are accomplished through His Word of promise. Our promises can fail. We make
commitments that circumstances prevent us from keeping. But God's promises never fail. They cannot be stopped or
undone. Just as no one can keep the rain or snow from falling by simply wishing it away, no one can prevent God's saving
plan from being carried out. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

That plan was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. He came exactly as God had promised. Through His perfect
life, His death on the cross, and His resurrection, Jesus accomplished everything necessary for our salvation. God's Word
did not return empty. It accomplished precisely what the Father sent Him to do. Because of Christ, you have been forgiven,
redeemed, and made God's own child.

As Nancy and | were flying home from California this past Thursday, | spent some time looking out the window at the
ground 37,000 feet below. From that altitude, you can't see all the imperfections in a farmer's field. You can't see the
crooked rows, the bare spots where the seed never sprouted, or the places where weeds have taken over.

What you do see is something much different. You see large circles and squares of green standing out against the brown
landscape around them. From that perspective, one truth becomes obvious: the seed worked. There will be a harvest. You
see the big picture. Most farmers know every flaw in their fields. They know where the soil was too dry, where the rain
washed seed away, or where the crop didn't come up as they had hoped. But from 37,000 feet, those imperfections
disappear, and what stands out is the life the seed produced.

Isaiah invites us to see ourselves the way God sees us. We often focus on our sins, our failures, and our weaknesses. But
through His Son, Jesus Christ, God does not see condemned sinners. He sees forgiven children, washed clean by Christ's
blood and clothed in His righteousness. Through His powerful Word, He has brought life where there was death and faith
where there was unbelief. That is why we can leave here with confidence. God has not hidden the secret of eternal life. He
has revealed it in His Son and in His Word. The power has never been in us or in our ability to persuade others. The power
is in the Gospel. So let us continue to sow the seed, trusting God's promise: "So is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it." God's Word
works. It always has. It always will. Amen.



