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In 1978, a man named Michael Sparks stopped at a small antique shop in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Sitting in the corner was an old, faded copy of the Declaration of Independence. 
It looked like an inexpensive decorative print. The shop owner was asking only $2.48 for it. 
Sparks wasn't looking for a priceless historical document. He simply thought it looked 
interesting and bought it to hang on his wall. 
 
Later, while examining it more closely, he noticed details that made him wonder if it might 
be more than an ordinary and cheap reproduction. Experts eventually confirmed that it 
was one of only a few surviving original printings made in 1776. John Quincey Adams had commissioned only 200 copies 
of the Declaration of Independence be made. At the time Michael Sparks discovery, only 35 copies had been found. His 
was now number 36.  
 
After some restoration work was done on it, it sold for nearly half a million dollars. Imagine buying something for less than 
three dollars and discovering it was worth hundreds of thousands. Once he realized what he possessed, everything 
changed. He viewed that piece of paper very differently than the day he bought it. We all like stories like that. We all have 
dreamed that that kind of thing would happen to us. Pay $2.48 and find out that it is worth ½ million dollars. The people 
of Jesus’ day weren’t any different. 
 
Jesus tells a similar story in today's Gospel. One man isn't searching for treasure at all—he simply discovers it unexpectedly. 
Another has spent his life searching for something valuable and finally finds the one pearl that surpasses every other pearl. 
Although they arrive by different paths, both immediately recognize the incomparable value of what they have found. 
Their response is the same: nothing else compares. Today Jesus invites us to discover a treasure far greater than gold coins, 
rare documents, or priceless pearls—the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Both of the men in Jesus’ parables had found great treasure. One was searching for treasure and one was not. Both, 
however, found great treasure. Let us take a closer look at these parables of Jesus. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that 
field.” 
 
To understand Jesus' first parable, it helps to know how people protected their wealth in the ancient world. They didn't 
have banks, vaults, or safety deposit boxes. So wealthy people often divided their money into three parts. One part they 
used for business and everyday living. Another part they converted into precious gems that were easy to carry if war or 
danger forced them to flee. The last part they buried in a secret place, knowing they could always come back and retrieve 
it later. But life didn't always go as planned. Sometimes the owner died unexpectedly or was driven away and never 
returned. The treasure remained hidden, buried in the ground for years, even generations, until someone stumbled across 
it by accident.  
 
That's the picture Jesus gives us. The man in the parable wasn't out treasure hunting. He wasn't walking around with a 
map and a shovel hoping to strike it rich. He simply came across something he never expected to find. In an instant, his life 
changed. He recognized the incredible value of what he had discovered. Filled with joy, he sold everything he owned so he 
could buy that field and make the treasure his. 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went 
away and sold everything he had and bought it.” The second parable is quite different. This man wasn't stumbling onto 
treasure by accident. He was a merchant whose job was to search for fine pearls. To us, that may not sound very impressive. 
Pearls are common today. They are cultured on pearl farms, and many of us have seen pearl necklaces or earrings. But in 
Jesus' day, pearls were among the rarest and most valuable possessions a person could own. A large, flawless pearl was 
incredibly difficult to find, and wealthy people were willing to pay astonishing amounts of money for one. In fact, historians 
tell us that a Roman general once financed an entire military campaign by selling a single priceless pearl. 
 



So, when Jesus spoke about "one pearl of great value," His listeners didn't picture an ordinary piece of jewelry. They 
pictured extraordinary wealth—the finest pearl anyone could ever hope to own. 
 
The merchant had spent his life searching for treasures like this. And when he finally found the one pearl that surpassed 
all the others, there was no hesitation. He gladly sold everything he owned because he knew what he was gaining was 
worth infinitely more than what he was giving up. 
 
The two men found their treasure in very different ways. One wasn't looking for it at all. The other had spent years 
searching. Yet both came to exactly the same conclusion: they had found something so valuable that nothing else 
compared. 
 
Can you imagine if you were Solomon in our first lesson. God comes to you and says: “Ask for whatever you want me to 
give you.” (1 Kings 3:5) God was writing Solomon a blank check. Think of the treasure you could have. Think of the power 
that you could have. Yet, what does he ask God for? “So, give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and 
to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” (1 Kings 3:9) He could 
have anything. What does Solomon ask for: “Help me to reflect you in the way that you treat people.” Change me to reflect 
your love toward others.  
 
As God's people, we see life differently because we have discovered the greatest treasure of all. And this treasure changes 
everything. Have you ever noticed how Jesus changes people's lives? He fills hearts with peace instead of guilt, hope 
instead of despair, and purpose instead of emptiness. He changes the way we see ourselves, the way we treat others, and 
the way we face the future. Jesus is the One who gives life its true value. God has placed the treasure of His Son into your 
heart through the gospel. And because you have Jesus, you possess the greatest treasure anyone could ever have. 
 
Why is that so important for us to know? There is a separation and judgment that is coming. He talks about that in the 
third parable in our text today. "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the 
good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 
separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." 
 
This final parable reminds us that a day of judgment is coming. Just as fishermen separate the good fish from the bad, 
Jesus says there will be a final separation. Every person will stand before Him. Those who reject Him will face eternal 
judgment, but those who trust in Christ will be welcomed into the joy of His everlasting kingdom. 
 
That is why the treasure of the gospel is far too valuable to keep to ourselves. God intends this treasure for everyone. He 
wants all people to know the Savior who forgives sins, gives new life, and opens the door to eternal life. 
 
So, cherish Christ above everything else. Hold tightly to the Savior who first took hold of you. Rejoice that the greatest 
treasure you will ever possess is not hidden in a field or found in a priceless pearl. It is Jesus Christ Himself. He is the 
treasure who walks with you every day of this life and who will one day bring you safely home to live with Him forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


