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The Festival of the Reformation

October 26 & 27,2025

Today we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation of the Church. What does
that mean? It means that today, we remember why we are called Lutherans.

The effect of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church on the history of the
world can hardly be overstated. Quite simply, it caused one of the most
profound sea-changes in history. In fact, when U.S. News and World Report
ranked the most important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed second,
right behind Gutenberg’s moveable type printing press. Now consider that for a minute... That
means that they considered the Lutheran Reformation to be of greater significance than the
discovery of the New World (number 3 on the list).

But why? And, who was this Luther guy? He was a monk, a priest, and a professor at a little
university in Wittenberg, Germany. Why would a guy like that be listed as the third most influential
person of the last 1,000 years (1000 Years and 1,000 People, Gottlieb and Bowers)? More
important than Einstein, Edison or George Washington? Why? All for the reason that we call
ourselves “Lutherans” and celebrate this Festival of the Lutheran Reformation.

During the dark days of the Middle Ages, the truth of God’s Word was hidden away in monasteries.
The Church of that day was not teaching that we are saved by Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Instead, people were told that they needed to try and earn their way to heaven — or worse, that
they had to buy their way to heaven. The truth of God’s Word was rejected, and the traditions of
men put in its place.

Doctor Luther changed all that on October 31, 1517, when he nailed 95 Statements for Debate on
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. He said that the Bible should be our only source of
teaching, not man-made traditions. He showed that God saved us by grace alone, by faith alone.
He returned the Bible into the hands of the people and quite literally changed the world.

Today, we are not here to celebrate a man. We're here to celebrate the grace of God who Christ
died and rose for me, so | will be in heaven forever. By Grace Alone. By Faith Alone. By Scripture
Alone. Those statements could be restated as one truth about how we are justified in God’s sight:
In Christ Alone!



In Christ Alone!

Our Worship Service

The Opening Hymn A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Christian Worship (2021) Hymn #863, verses 1-2
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In Christ Alone — We Are Forgiven

The Invocation
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

C: (Spoken) And also with you.

Confession & Absolution of Sins
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to
forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. | have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, |
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: (Spoken) Amen.

The Prayer of the Day
P: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church
your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: (Spoken) Amen.
Please be seated
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Congregation Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Christian Worship (2021) Hymn #863, verses 3-4
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In Christ Alone — We Are Strengthened In His Word

The First Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34
The truth of God’s new covenant of grace transforms our hearts
so we freely and gladly follow God'’s will.

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when | will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
321t will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though | was a husband to them,”
declares the Lord.

33 “This is the covenant | will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the Lord.

“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
| will be their God,
and they will be my people.

34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.

“For | will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”



Junior Choir Anthem Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (9:00 am)

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring naught all He has done.

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.

O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life,
And lead us out of death to life.

The Second Lesson Romans 3:19-28
St. Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom
that we receive in the truth about Jesus Christ.

1% Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.
20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law;
rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ?* and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 2> God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He
did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the
sins committed beforehand unpunished— 2® he did it to demonstrate his
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righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who
have faith in Jesus.

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires
works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 22 For we maintain that a person is
justified by faith apart from the works of the law.

Please stand

Gospel Lesson John 8:31-36
The truth of the gospel sets us free.

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33
They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell
you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 3> Now a slave has no permanent place in the
family, but a son belongs to it forever. 3¢ So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.

In Christ Alone — We Confess Our Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be Seated
6



Hymn of the Day

In Christ Alone
Christian Worship (2021) Hymn #510
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The Sermon

Congregation Hymn

In Christ Alone, We Are Set Free!

John 8:31-36

By Faith

Christian Worship (2021) Hymn #868, verses 1-2, Refrain, verses 3-5
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work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

4 By faith the church was called to go
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost

to deliver captives and to preach good news
in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain)

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail,
for we know in Christ all things are possible
for all who call upon his name. (Refrain)

In Christ Alone — We Offer Our Gifts

The Offering & Offering Prayer
During the offering, we invite everyone to sign the guest register in each pew.

In Christ Alone — We Offer Our Prayers

Please Stand
The Responsive Prayer

P: Almighty and eternal God, when the time had fully come, you sent your Son to
take our place under the demands of the law and to endure the just punishment
for our sins. For our sake you accepted his sacrifice on the cross and raised him
from death to glorious splendor.

C: Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

P: When the time had fully come, you bestowed your Spirit on your people as a
testimony that you had called them to proclaim the gospel to every creature.
Equipped and encouraged, they carried the Word of salvation into all the world.
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C: The Lord reigns. Let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.

P: When the time had fully come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to restore
the pure and right teaching of the Scriptures to a troubled Church. You renewed
your people with the light of your love, and your holy church grew and prospered
throughout the world.

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

P: When the time had fully come, you made our forefathers bold to take their stand
on the truth of your Word. You have blessed their sons and daughters and have
enabled us to preserve and proclaim the saving gospel.

C: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all
the world.

P: Letthis be atime, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and sacrament, when
you reform our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship
and service. Grant to us in this age and in this place the courage of the apostles,
the steadfastness of the reformers, and the dedication of those who have gone
before us.

C: May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave
us nor forsake us.

P: Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within us.
C: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us, that his
ways may be known on earth, his salvation among all nations. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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In Christ Alone — We Receive His Blessing

The Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: (Spoken) Amen.
Please be Seated

The Closing Hymn O Church, Arise
Christian Worship (2021) Hymn #870
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Liturgist & Preacher Pastor Brian Adams
Organist Ms. Laura Rodrigue
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTIAN FUNERALS: The Lord called Mr. Andy Nazimek to his heavenly home on

Saturday, October 11t. A Christian funeral service was held at Max A. Sass Funeral Home
on Thursday, October 16%.

The Lord called Mr. Don Gebert to his heavenly home on Saturday, October 18™. A
Christian funeral service was held here at St. Paul’s on Wednesday, October 22",

The Lord called Mr. Ron Shevey to his heavenly home on Wednesday, October 22™, A
Christian funeral service will be held here at St. Paul’s on Sunday, October 26 (today).
Visitation will be from 2:00 PM —4:00 PM and the service will be at 4:00 PM.

“Then | heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will
follow them." (Revelation 14:13)
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ALTAR FLOWERS: This weekend’s altar flowers are given by Jacque & Doreen Vallier in
thanksgiving for their 23™ wedding anniversary.

FINANCIAL UPDATE AND SPECIAL APPEAL: We are profoundly grateful for your ongoing
and generous voluntary support. Your commitment is the foundation upon which we
operate and sustain our mission of spreading the Good News of Christ's sacrifice. As our
congregation president, Jacque Vallier, recently shared, we are facing a significant
financial challenge. Our budget, established last June, is currently projecting a shortfall of
approximately $35,000. We have already taken prudent and difficult steps to manage this
trend of lower-than-anticipated giving. Examples of the measures taken include:

e Not employing a full-time first-grade teacher

e Postponing plans for additional support for Pastor Adams, including the potential

for a second Pastor

e Reducing our financial support for WELS missions.
To avoid further critical cuts to our ministry and outreach, we come to you today to ask
for your special financial support. We ask that you prayerfully consider how you can help
reverse this trend, trusting in our Heavenly Father to guide our hearts and hands. To make
it easy to act, a special appeal envelope for this request is available on the narthex
counter. Thank you for your sacrifice, your commitment to our shared mission, and your
faithfulness. If you have any questions or comments regarding the fiscal responsibility of
our congregation and community, please speak with Pastor Adams or any member of your
elected council. In Christ, Your Council

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS: Daylight Saving Time ends this Sunday, November 2™ at
2:00 AM. Reminder to turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday
night and enjoy the extra hour of sleep!

NO BIBLE CLASS NEXT SUNDAY: There will be no Bible class next Sunday, November 2.
Class will resume on November 9%,

PAPER TOWEL/TOILET PAPER TUBES: We need to replenish some STEM supplies. Please
bring in empty paper towel and toilet paper tubes to the office.
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ST. PAUL’S YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 7-12): Our next Youth Group meeting will be on
October 26t after the 9:00 AM service. We will be continuing our study series,
“Awaken.” It’s so easy to get lulled into a sleepy faith. We're tempted to live for ourselves,
pursuing the fleeting pleasures of sin instead of pursuing a vibrant relationship with Jesus
Christ. In this video and discussion series geared toward teens and filled with their stories,
we will unpack what the Bible says about the life-giving, soul-awakening message of the
gospel and how prayer, study of God's Word, and service equip and empower followers of
Christ to overcome sin. We hope you can join us; all 7-12th graders welcome!

HOLIDAY FLORAL/EVERGREEN POT CREATIVE PROJECT: Join us here at St. Paul’s for a
demonstration conducted by floral designer Sharon Kiesow on Tuesday, November 18t
at 6:30 PM. Create your own holiday pot to be taken home. All members of the
congregation, young and old are invited. Those participating should bring a pot and at
least 5 - 7 pieces of greenery (i.e. spruce, pine, evergreen). There is a signup sheet in the
narthex, so Sharon has an idea of how many individuals are participating.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS: Christian Worship: Foundations We will explore
a broad range of worship topics connected to Christian Worship: Hymnal (2021). It covers
the history of worship both in the wider church and in WELS, the church year, different
rites and services, roles within worship, as well as choices in art and music, the culture of
worship, and its connection to outreach. This study is intended to deepen God’s people’s
understanding of some of the principles and practices of Christian worship. Join us on
Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM.

WELS 2026 YOUTH RALLY: Mark your calendars! The next WELS International Youth Rally
is coming in July, 2026 — a life-changing event where thousands of young Christians
gather to celebrate their faith, grow closer to God, and connect with friends from WELS
churches and schools across the country. This unforgettable experience is open to all 8th
grade through high school students. If your child may be interested, please let Kristal
Young know by November 15t (www.kristalcleargraphics.com or 414-325-6976) and watch
for more details as they are announced.

WLHS VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE: Wisconsin Lutheran High School will hold its annual
Veterans Day observance on Tuesday, November 11, 2025. Service men and women are
invited to a complimentary plated breakfast that will be served in the WLHS cafeteria at
7:30 a.m. RSVP for the breakfast at wlhs.org/veterans by Monday, November 3. For
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http://wlhs.org/veterans

guestions, contact Abby Rasmussen at abby.rasmussen@wlhs.org or 414-453-4567 ext.
2291.

WLHS CHRISTMAS MARKET CRAFTERS WANTED: Calling all artists and crafters! WLHS is
hosting its annual Christmas Market on Saturday, November 22, from 12:00-4:00 p.m. The
event is open to any vendor who would like to sell items for the cost of S50 per table.
Items can be home goods, decorations, jewelry, fine art, etc. If interested in selling at the
market, visit wlhs.org/market. If you are a repeat vendor, please contact Meg Schuessler
at meg.schuessler@wlhs.org.The deadline to register is Wednesday, November 19, and is
limited to the first 25 tables reserved.

SERVING AT ST. PAUL’S THIS WEEK

USHERS FOR OCTOBER
9:00 AM TEAM #1 — Gary Boldt, Bob Hille, Brandon Wirtz, Larry Stujenske,
Craig Gebert, Pete Kosovich
TEAM #4 — Mark Klein, Gordy Lesser, Jace Bolda, Dan Mertz
6:30 PM TEAM #7 —Terry Plant, John Kiesow

USHERS FOR NOVEMBER
9:00 AM TEAM #2 — Tony Tripoli, Steve Mess, Micah Milhans
TEAM #5 — Randy LaPorte, Tom Spitzer, Gary Eickhorst
A/V — Declan & Noelle Young
6:30 PM TEAM #7 —Terry Plant, John Kiesow

ALTAR GUILD
October 22-28: TEAM #3 — Jane Koplein, Carol Willms, Connie Myer, Sharon Boushon
October 29-Nov 4: TEAM #4 — Sarah Carabacan, Denise Johnson, Colleen Qualmann

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE

October 26: Set-up — Pete & Sherry Kosovich, Clean-up — Kevin & Debbie Swanson
November 2: Set-up — Don Druml & Connie Myer, Clean-up — Carl & Carolyn Streeter
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THE WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday, October 26
AdUlt Bible StUAY ... a e 8:00 AM
WOTShIP SEIVICE.....uiiiiie ittt e e e e e sabae e e sssaaeeeenns 9:00 AM
Youth Group (Grades 7-12) Bible Study .......ccceevieeeiiieeiieeceeeeee e 10:00 AM
Monday, October 27
Public School Confirmation Class .........ceeeeiieicciiiiieeiee e 5:00 PM
WOTShIP SEIVICE .....uiiiiieieiiiee ettt e e e e e sbbae e e sssaaeeeenns 6:30 PM
Thursday, October 30

No School — Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers Conference

Friday, October 31
No School — Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers Conference

Sunday, November 2
NO Adult Bible Study
Worship Service with COMMUNION.......coiiiiiieiiiiiie e 9:00 AM

Statistics — Last Week
Attendance:

9:00 AM — 168, Communed — 122
6:30 PM — 37, Communed — 34
Total Attendance — 205
Total Communed — 156
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
6881 S. 51st Street

Franklin, Wisconsin 53132 . )
S § == [ 1
www.stpaulsfranklin.org e L

“Reaching out to the people of the world through Worship and Education by Living and Sharing the Gospel of Christ.”

To our visitors ~ We welcome you in the name of Jesus, the Son of God and our Savior, who died on the cross
and was raised in victory on Easter Sunday by the power of God the Father. We are happy to have you here
today, and we invite you to come again. We are members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS), a group of Christians bound together by a common confession of faith. We would be happy to share
our faith with you.

Pastor Brian Adams Principal Nathan Schulmeister
6831 S. 51st Street 938 Oregon Street
Franklin, Wisconsin 53132 Racine, Wisconsin 53405
Office phone: (414) 421-1178 Office phone: (414) 421-1930
Cell phone: (414) 416-4710 Cell/home phone: (920) 284-2404
E-mail: badams@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: nschulmeister@stpaulsfranklin.org

School Staff & Email Contact

Mr. Nathan Schulmeister (Principal, Grades 7-8) Mirs. Tammy Smukowski (4K Teacher)

Email: nschulmeister @stpaulsfranklin.org Email: tsmukowski @stpaulsfranklin.org
Mr. Lyle Timm (Part-time Grades 7-8) Mrs. Mary Tripoli (3K Teacher)

Email: limm@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: mtripoli@stpaulsfranklin.org
Mr. Chad Clough (Grade 6) Mrs. Carla Zoric (4K Assistant)

Email: cclough@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: czoric@stpaulsfranklin.org
Mrs. Heather Pagel (Grade 5) Mrs. Ashley Soule (3K Assistant)

Email: hpagel@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: asoule@stpaulsfranklin.org
Ms. Heather Schmidt (Grades 3-4) Mrs. Deby Tosic (Extended Learning)

Email: hschmidt@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: dtosic@stpaulsfranklin.org
Mrs. Kristine Riel (Grades 1-2) Mrs. Cory Braun (Office)

Email: kriel@stpaulsfranklin.org Email: office@stpaulsfranklin.org

Mrs. Rachel Manske (Kindergarten)
Email: rmanske@stpaulsfranklin.org

Church/School/Preschool Office Email: office@stpaulsfranklin.org

Telephone Numbers

Church Office—(414) 421-1178 School Office—(414) 421-1930
E Sign our Our staff is ready to serve you. For online giving
—n  Friendship Register If you have questions, are il|, have scan the code to the
|_I|;I|i on your mobile device  spiritual needs, or are interested in right on your mobile
> ||_ using the code to church membership or our school, device.
et the left. please feel free to contact the Pastor

or the Principal.




